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KG-175B 

Shtrughna "Kumar" Ghildial 
Haridwar/Rishikesh area 
October 1978 
31:11 

Note: Continuation of KG-175A 

Content  
Shatrugna Kumar... Mandali. But apart from that there is a tree, big tree, and under that 
tree Baba got erected a small tent or small hut, I don't remember exactly, with a small 
window in it. From that window Baba had been seeing the pilgrims, I don't know whom 
He was seeing, but anyway He was there, and nobody knows what He was doing. 

But it so happened that when Baba shifted from that place, I don't know what people felt, 
they might have felt some spiritual environment, but the local people constructed a small 
temple, about five feet high, but beautifully made. For bowing down I think. Without 
knowing, they are feeling from Baba. They painted it white. 

Dara: It's in the same spot that the hut was? 

K: Yes, exactly same spot under the tree, and out of the way -- nobody goes there. They 
must have felt some spiritual environment. 

D: We are walking along the side of the Ganges at Rishikesh.  

K: We are just approaching the river. 

D: Did Baba stay here? 

K: Not exactly at this spot. Baba stayed in the city. On the other side of the Ganges. Once, 
before New Life. They got the bungalow of some Irani. Bungalow still exists. 

D: We're walking through an avenue of, what shall we call them? Sadhus or beggars?  

K: Mostly sadhus, but beggars too. Sadhus don't harass people so much but the other 
beggars sometimes shout and ask for things… 

D: Now we're right by the edge of the river. Is the water clean here? 

K: Oh, wonderful. And this water is so very clean that it is never polluted, even if you keep 
it for years and years. It will remain fresh, ever fresh. Doctors and scientists wonder about 
how it happens. 
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D: Did Baba ever say anything about the water? Like at Haridwar you said that He got 
Baidul to get the water from neel-dhara? 

[Conversation is interrupted, as the family has to guide Dara down the steps to cross the 
river. They decide to go for a no-charge excursion on a motor-launch and the tape is 
stopped until the end of the excursion, crossing the water and changing to a different spot 
on the same side of the river, because there is a big queue to board at the other side of the 
river. We learn that Rishikesh is comparatively open, and Haridwar is congested, that the 
source of the Ganges is hundreds of miles to the north, and Dara is told to touch the water 
to get purified, when they get to the center of the river.  Some difficult to follow 
conversation takes place about the history of the Ganges.] 

Uninformative from about minute 9 to 10:48 as the sound of the launch's motor is 
recorded. 

D: The side we came from, that is where all the ashrams are? 

K: Yes, Swarg ashram. Mahesh and others. This water is never polluted. 

D: Is there any particular ashram that Baba visited while here? 

K: Yes, Shivananda Ashram. It is just a few years more, on the same side, from the tree 
under which I was born.  [Kumar now re-tells the story, found in detail both in Eruch 
speaking on these tapes and in Glimpses of the God Man, of the story of Swami 
Shivananda defaming Baba, spreading rumors about liquor and women and Baba getting 
driven out of Rishikesh, rumor mongering for which Shivananda later sought Baba's 
forgiveness.] 

Rishikesh was loved by Baba like anything, though we didn't know who were the real 
saints, the real advanced souls, the real masters.  We had no knowledge of finding out the 
thing, but Baba used to come so often, and He used to enjoy the environment, and Baba 
did say there were genuine saints here. At the time, He used to meet so many sadhus, but 
we did not know which ones were the real ones. Only Baba knew. 

D: The ordinary people, do they come here just to have a dip in the Ganges. 

K: This is not in the line of Baba, so whatever I tell you it is not authoritatively said, but it is 
believed. The people worship this river and have some experiences about this river. Recent 
experience I will tell you. A relation of mine came here and had a good dip in the water 
and as soon as he was covered with water, he felt agony and he just jumped out of the 
water. People asked him and he said that inside the water he felt as if it was horrible. Very 
fearsome and noise of hundreds, great thundering. He had another dip and gain he felt the  
same feeling. In the evening, something happened on the Himalaya side, and that night 
they had a cloudburst, and a great flood. Next day all the Ganges was flooded, muddy and 
a mountain just melted away into the river, full of mud. The Government cleared it. 
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Many ceremonies regarding the river. They worship it, sing very beautiful aartis, they offer 
flowers and lamps, every evening at Haridwar. Laxman Jhula bridge is up the river. 
Historically that's where Ram's brother crossed the river. Baba stayed close to the river at 
that spot. Some mandali people told me that western disciples and Baba stayed in that 
time together. Maybe some westerners had sent for some liquor, I don't know. 

I was with Baba on the other side of the Ganges once, as Baba met so many people, then 
said that His work was done and we should go back. 

[Scene shifts to a tonga in Rishikesh. More natural sound of the tonga. It starts at minute 
24, with chatter between Kumar and the driver.  Also lots of auto and motorcycle noise. 
Goes all the way to the end of the tape. 

 


