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Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
March 2, 1980 
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Content 
[Verbatim, more or less, Eruch speaking:]  
We have got ourselves lost in our falsehood, in associating ourselves with [our  
false self] all the time. 

Pilgrim: "When we drop the body, where does the spirit reside?” 

Eruch: Baba gave a very simple example. Do you have a flashlight? Turn it on, [point it  
toward the wall] and you see [the circle it makes] right in the center of the wall. [That's 
like the attention Eruch pays to his apparent existence in his life -- attention to examining 
the detail in the wall.] Eruch gets tired of [looking at the wall], he has seen it, and he looks 
away. That is death. Consciousness has changed its focus. Consciousness' focus changes 
and it changes to what Eruch had done in the past, and what Eruch was, to think about 
what had passed, and we go look at the film of our lives, but when Eruch is finished, his  
focus shifts to something more sublime, and that is his next birth. 

There is no such thing as reincarnation, and yet there is, and both are right. Vedantists 
assert reincarnation and Buddhists, and others assert not. Baba says you are what your 
mind is, and mind is born once and dies once and in that sense there is no reincarnation. 
The mind plays lots of tricks, and when you go to sound sleep you wake up in the body, 
but after a deeper sleep the mind wakes up in another body. 

"It helps you to live, gives you a sort of meaning to life," says one person present.  

Eruch: Religions develop after the Ancient One drops His body. He uses different words, 
different forms, but the message of truth is a different one. He has to tell the story in 
different words, according to the "level of cosmic consciousness prevalent at the time." 
After [the Ancient One] passes away, men assemble the things He said and argue over 
what they all think He said, and mankind sits together and creates a religion named after 
Him.  

Religions inculcate fear. Really speaking we have to inculcate love, but [the founders of 
the religion think that they have to inculcate] fear; [fear] has to be there because man is 
such an animal. The elders of the movement push this heaven-hell dichotomy to keep the 
balance of man's life. This time Baba tries to reveal to us a better way, have no fear of hell 
and do not delight in heaven. Instead, try to love God with no strings attached, and 
heaven and hell will fall on their own. He knows and so he can say it to us in such simple 
words. 
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At the time of Ramakrishna Paramhamsa, he was a most illiterate person, and he was 
surrounded by vast intellects like Vivekananda. They knew he knew nothing about worldly 
things, but when he was asked about spiritual topics, he could answer in an utterly lucid 
form. Once Vivekananda got angry, because the lucidity of Ramakrishna Paramhamsa was 
so great and he said, "Tell us from where you get all these things. You haven't read about 
them..." Ramakrishna responded, "There is no secret. Is it very difficult for a person, when 
he sees something just before him, to describe it? There is nothing big about it, but it's just  
what I see." 

A man of experience is in a different world from the man who is compelled to learn by 
book reading. The more the soul is polished and cleaned, the better it reflects the truth. 
Even if you don't want it you will have it some time, it's your birthright. 

Death and after death, and reincarnation, we have talked about those things. [To one man] 
You believe in reincarnation. [Eruch asks another who says he is not sure about it, and 
Eruch points out he is not surprised that the person doesn't feel as though he knows for 
certain.] 

Time and again, Baba would draw our attention to the fact that there is no reincarnation, 
and at the same time it is absurd to assert that there is no reincarnation. Baba gave a very 
lucid explanation. Eruch thinks he is Eruch, that the frame of his body is Eruch, but after 
Eruch thinks deeper, he realizes that Eruch is the mind, not the body [per se], since he can 
lose body parts without losing his sense of self. For this world of illusion Eruch can reach 
as far as to assert it is mind, but Baba says what you are is because of what mind is, mind 
is born, you are there; mind dies and you are no longer there. So from the perspective of 
mind, there is no reincarnation, but from the perspective of waking and sleeping, when 
the mind goes to sleep sometimes it wakes up in a different form. 

Really speaking, intrinsically there is no reincarnation, but in between the various stages of 
experience of the mind, the mind takes different forms. 

A person present claims that people were taking life too easily when they taught 
reincarnation in roughly 300 A.D. so the church dropped the idea. [I've heard it was  
because the idea of reincarnation was too Eastern for Rome, which was the client 
Christianity was wooing to become its patron at the time.] 

The predominant impressions at the moment of death affect the mind and your form 
becomes the consolidation of the impressions of the person from the prior incarnation -- 
it's all in God Speaks. 

Question about minor advents. Eruch answers that Baba doesn't reincarnate, but He just 
manifests. [Digression about what to call the French people as a group -- Eruch says, 
"Frenchies" and is informed that such a usage is potentially unpleasant to them.] 

Back to God Speaks. Eruch: "To me, the most important part of God Speaks is the 
conclusion." 
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After God Speaks was published, if anyone came up with a theological question Baba 
would say, "Don't give me a headache, go read God Speaks."  

[In spite of the parts of God Speaks that deal with perfection, including all that "most 
perfect", "most most perfect" etc., and although "perfection" is attributed to the perfect 
masters in God Speaks, Baba said that the explanation was insufficient and he said, "] it 
will take another God Speaks to let people know the status of the Perfect Master. After 700 
years, I will give another volume of God Speaks." 

Baba had discussed the descent of God, the Reality in the realm of illusion. But in 
between the advents, there are the minor advents, and before His advent [as Meher Baba], 
and after Mohammed, there were three minor advents, Shivaji, a sweetmeat seller, and a 
recluse on the border between India and Burma. The difference He then told: [for a major] 
advent, the five perfect masters of the time invite him, spread a red carpet, but minor 
events are voluntary, "For a family, or a group of families or even for an individual, I 
manifest myself." 

"What is the work of a minor advent? Same work, on a different scale, for a different 
environment. When he comes for a minor advent, he has infinite knowledge, bliss, power 
but it's all in abeyance. He manifests himself as just an ordinary human being.  

To be sure, [during this Avataric advent] He manifested himself as an ordinary human 
being, but from time to time we could see the sparks of those Divine qualities in his 
advent [as Meher Baba], but at the time [of a minor advent] [you see not the glimmer of 
the infinite attributes, but instead] the qualities of those attributes would be manifested, 
like kindness, bravery, compassion, philanthropy but not the universal qualities [that 
underlie them].  

Shivaji was a well-known leader, but not a master. He was under cover. It's all playing of 
the part, on the stage. The makeup is so great that it is impossible for anyone to make out 
that there is the advent underneath. 

Tukaram and Ramdas, being there and being perfect, must have known who He was and 
also had the knowledge of the purpose of the advent, and that purpose must be attained 
and served, so it is paramount that His identity is not to be revealed. 
  
Pilgrim: "It's very interesting because Baba doesn't mention much about it."  

Eruch: As such Baba says there is not a time when I am not on this earth without a human 
form. He's all the time with us, God is omnipresent, but that is a different thing. Trying to 
manifest for someone, he is there. He is in the flesh at some place now. But that is quite 
different, manifesting for someone whose love has developed to such a degree that (Baba 
says), "I have to manifest myself for that lover, to serve somewhere in some family, to 
become the companion of someone somewhere. It is the intensity of their love that makes 
Me manifest." 
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[This concept shocks the assembled persons, but they may recall the time after Baba 
dropped the body that he manifested to Harry Kenmore on the road outside 
Meherazad, an example of Baba coming into the body for one person at one time.]    

The Avatar helps or gives company, he is always there somehow or other. "So don't 
assume I am not here on the earth." 
  
The descent of God as man among men is different from perfect mastery. He never makes 
a minor advent as a perfect master. 

Baba gave as an example the regulator of ceiling fans, and the fans themselves. "When the 
fan regulator is set on its highest speed, the fan is moving fastest, and that is the advent, 
like now. Now imagine turning down the regulator to make the fan go slower. The fan 
continues to flow air, keeping the room cool, and that is like the minor advents." Speeds 
are less, but fan is moving. "Now put it 'off.' At that time there is neither minor advent or 
major advent. But the fan continues to coast until, at the time of some advent or other, 
there is a new jolt of voltage to the fan and the fan speeds up again. The fan blades never  
become stationary, but between advents the fan slows down. 

"He's most intimately concerned about each one of us. We can make him happy, we can 
make him sad, we can make him magnanimous, angry -- he's intimately connected with 
us." 

He is the ocean of Reality, and we are the drops in the ocean. Each one of us is that drop, 
but apart from being the drop we have created a sort of bubble over the drop and we 
identify ourselves with the bubbles. When the bubble bursts, there is neither the drop nor 
the bubble, so the drop becomes the ocean itself. So when Reality itself is given form, it 
needs impressions to take form, doesn’t it? So what happens, Baba says, "At the time of 
Mohammed, I am there, I am that, but at the time of Jesus, I took the impressions that 
allowed Mohammed to gain form (the prior advent creates the conditions for the next 
advent as a part of the work of that prior advent). Likewise, as Mohammed I was working 
for the ministry of Meher Baba. Whatever you see now was filmed at the time when I was  
Mohammed, and is being projected now, and I am now working to provide the conditions 
for me in my next advent." [Baba's words, ever so slightly paraphrased as uttered by 
Eruch.] 

The impressions that give a body to the next Avatar are called Yoga-yoga impressions, and 
they are generated to take advantage of the time and circumstances of the next advent, the 
prevailing situations. The five perfect masters precipitate the advent, the descent of Reality 
into Illusion. Now we throw out these words, but do we ever realize what we are saying? 
We have heard these words from Meher Baba. He has revealed it to us, but he has also 
revealed that when Reality descends into Illusion, Illusion has no chance to be, to survive. 
Illusion is like darkness, total ignorance, and Reality is even more brilliant than the 
effulgence of all the stars and galaxies and much more -- the utter effulgence -- and on the 
other side is the totality of all darkness put together and much more, and that is Illusion. If 
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total light were to descend into total darkness, what would happen to darkness? It would 
be shattered. Darkness can not stand this Reality descending into this Illusion.  

Descent, by the way, doesn't mean step by step. It means manifested there,  
instantaneously. 

But, Illusion has to be sustained, has to be maintained -- that is what is needed. But how is 
it to be maintained, when total Reality is descending into total Illusion? Total knowledge is 
descending into total ignorance. So what is the purpose of descending? There can't be 
descent or it wrecks the Illusion, so there is no descent -- in reality it doesn't happen. 

To sustain ignorance, to sustain the illusion, Reality comes in its midst, because the five 
Perfect Masters weave a shroud over the Reality, and that shroud is the human form of the 
Avatar, given according to the need of the time. We recognize the shroud as Jesus or 
Mohammed, or Meher Baba, and the shroud means that Reality doesn't have to destroy 
Illusion, and instead can maintain it. He comes in our midst, appearing to be ignorant, but 
the shroud maintains that ignorance for our sake. There is reality in us also, but it is so 
shrouded, because of the mind that is there, the drop mind, because it hasn't the  
knowledge yet. He has infinite power, bliss and knowledge, and he is cloaked and comes 
in our midst and becomes one of us, and that is why there is that rapport between Him 
and mankind. The inconceivable is made conceivable by the shroud. His infinite love 
becomes more tangible, his infinite mercies, charities, compassion are made more 
tangible, we are drawn to him and we feel he is one of us, and we can come closer to 
him. 

But what if he were to manifest his omniscience? You would enter his presence, start to 
stammer out what you want, and what if he were to retort, "No need to tell me, I know 
what you are. I know what a scoundrel what you are, what vulgarities are in you, I know 
you right from the top of your head to the toe of your foot." It would put you off, wouldn't 
it? Who would want to stand up to that? 

All the time, in each advent, you find him, in totality like man -- so meek, so gentle, so 
kind, ignorant even. But the sharpest and the best of his weapons is the appearance of 
ignorance, which he makes use of to hook Ignorance to Reality. He uses maya to get rid of 
it, just as a thorn has to be removed by a use of another thorn, or a needle. He doesn't 
want to cut off your leg to remove a thorn -- the leg must be there. That's how it is.  

  


