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Mani Irani 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
February 9, 1980 
44:30 

Content 
Quite humorous memories of Mani teaching Goher to sing in front of Baba at one of her 
theatrical performances. She sings the parts that she taught to Goher. 

Alu Khambatta didn't speak Marathi at that time, and it would be great fun to listen to her 
attempt to speak Marathi. Now she is better because she has to work with the Marathi-
speaking patients. Once at a meeting Baba called out and told her to sing a song in 
Marathi. Alu stood up, and nobody could believe it, and a word came out, and Baba said, 
"That's fine, Alu. Sit down." 

Alu was at the meeting with her cousine Tehmina (Tehmi). Her husband was Dorabsha, 
and he didn't have social graces -- he was quite innocent. Baba was listening with great 
attention and encouragement. Wife pinches Dorabsha to get him to stop talking to Baba. 
Baba made a bigger thing of it than it might have been just to tease her. 

____________________________         

Mani Irani 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
February 10, 1980 

Content 
And then, that's all. Today is a tail to yesterday's tale. 

Baba would always point at the clock, and if it chimed when he was speaking, he’d point 
at it and say, "You see? It's true.” As if we needed any external thing to prove that to us. 

Yesterday the word anger came out and someone wondered how to deal with it. From the 
worldly point of view, it's quite different from Baba-focused. In Bangalore Baba said, I 
have very difficult work to do for some period, and you all (some thirty women) are not to 
squabble with each other, control your anger, and be harmonious and peaceful. If you 
have work to do with someone, that makes the effort much more difficult. Mosquito sized 
orders are more difficult to carry out than elephant-sized. Little things would come up in 
the restricted environment that exists around Baba. It's so easy to slip. There would be a  
friction over a box of shoe polish. You're going to get one box every month, because it was 
coming from the bazaar, and Baba would have to approve its purchase. Baba would ask if 
you asked for shoe polish within a couple of weeks. 

Two people would be put in the same room, one of whom was fastidious to the extreme 
degree, and the other is sloppy by comparison. What about a Princess and a Countess. 



Page   of  2 2

What if one uses the shoe polish carefully and the other one wastes it, doesn't close the tin 
cover, little things like that could make it extremely difficult to suppress the slightest little 
frictions. 

Baba and the circumstances would make it extremely difficult, and Baba would make a 
big issue over failures in these areas, and even the least problem would be revealed by His 
questioning. Everybody was looking very repentant and Nadine said, to me, while all this 
was going on, "Wouldn't it be nice if none of us ever get angry." What' Baba said, if I 
wanted stones around me that would be different. Your job is to control anger for me, not 
to not have it." 

Transforming anger for Baba you will find is the way to do it. Right at the time, if you're 
aware, you can transform it through thinking about Baba. 

Reminiscing about Babajan asking for tea for the persons sitting near her, from a shop 
nearby that never charged for tea given to Babajan's lovers. 

Shireen fighting with Babajan for Baba's attention. Golandoon is sent by Shireen to 
Babajan and grandmother melts, looking at Babajan, and forgets that Shireen has sent her 
to upbraid Babajan. They sang Persian couplets to each other, they talk in Persian and 
grandmother is having a great time. At 10 PM, Grandmother gets up to go, at Babajan's 
suggestion. This is very late hour because they get up early and go to sleep early. Babajan 
also had said to Grandmother that Merwan was for the world, not for Shireen exclusively. 

Baluchi Pathans used to sit around Babajan. These Pathans wear huge pants, and they are 
big and tall and strong, and scare the Indians of the time. Mani saw a Pathan sitting in 
front of Babajan, and whining as if there was so much to come out and crying silently and 
swaying, and Babajan would look at him from time to time and smile. The Pathan had 
divine love, first time I ever saw it. 

Mani recalls the lovers coming to sit with Baba under the tree of Babajan after the love-
feast of days with Him in Poona, and Baba going back to seclusion in Meherabad. Once a 
beggar approached and asked for something, and Baba said to give the beggar 8 annas. 
Same thing happened next year, and Baba told her to give 4 annas, not 8 annas.   
     


