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Mani Irani 
Anthony Thorpe 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
December 23-30, 1979 
44:27 

Content 
[Check because I think this is from 118b] 
Mani on Eric Weiss. Eric was really frightened of flying.  

Eric reclined whenever he was in Mandali Hall. At teatime, Eric used to slip down to a 
nearly reclining position. Mani felt that his posture was disrespectful of Baba, and she took 
an opportunity to ask him if he had been in an accident. Eric he had not been, and Mani 
left it alone, hoping that her message might convince Eric to sit up. 

Later, when Eric was in Meherabad, he had a bad cold, and decided it wasn't a message 
from Baba that he should stay longer (though others told him he ought to stay -- that the 
cold was enough of a message. His plane flying back to the US was highjacked (some 
terrorist activity, Japanese red army). From what they could gather in Meherazad, Eric was 
on the plane. It was dramatic and traumatic for them. And there were negotiations and the 
plane went to Damascus where he was released. 

Day and night they were required to sit up. The air conditioner was not functioning where 
they landed. One man was sitting next to him, who felt that he'd rather be blown up after 
all than continue with the difficulties. Eric prevented him from acting rashly. 

[The newspaper article on the highjack is read out.] 

Anthony Thorpe went to New Zealand on a whim at age 25. "I was very keen on fishing. I 
went off on my own, not knowing a soul in the country. Within a year his mother met 
Meher Baba. He had been living in Wales. Brother was the initial contact with Baba 
through a psychic healer Welch woman. She met Baba several times. She lent Simon, his 
brother, a copy of The Awakener. Simon is well read on mysticism, and I was the practical 
one, doing things and mending things. I needed a lot of preparation. Mother wrote about 
her meeting in 1956 in London with Baba. She knew it was something special, but not 
until 1958 did they decide to go together. He was milking cows and so forth. There was 
only enough money to train one of the brothers, and I got the training. 

"All along, I was in New Zealand, and heard by letter about their meeting with Baba in 
Myrtle Beach. The brother was in agony because everything he didn’t want to think, and 
everything he didn't want to say, came out of his mouth. My mother, on the other hand, 
was immediately reduced to tears and recognized Baba. 

"The family had been very Christian, and were christened, and had had the upbringing 
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that produced reverence for God, though it was a very Christian one. My mother was 
searching through other aspects of spirituality outside the orthodoxy. This is why she went 
to see Baba, as another path. Mother sent me Listen Humanity and I got drawn into a 
theosophy lecture group, and i began to read Krishnamurty and Ouspensky. I regard them 
as stepping stones, you can't jump directly into the ocean, or you drown. 

"I couldn't accept, at this stage, 'I am God' from a human being, but before I came to meet 
Baba in 1962 I had reached the opportunity to believe in Baba as  God. In 1960 I had 
married and we had our first child in the beginning of 1962. She isn't drawn to Baba, but 
Bill LePage and Reg Paffle convinced him to fly to India with him. I had been 
corresponding with Bill and getting Baba books from him through this time. 

"We had a wonderful experience of Baba, and my mother also came from England so we 
met at this time in India. This was wonderful. The first person I met was on the porch of the 
Poona Hotel and it was Ruby, the Welch mystic from whom we had heard, indirectly, 
about Baba. She always said that Baba took away these powers of healing which she 
explained weren't really hers after all. I took meals with my mother, and had little contact 
with the Australian group in India. 

"To me Baba was like a wounded compassionate suffering King, a cosmic being who 
gestured and had facial expressions that made it clear that he was not silent. If someone 
approached Him in a certain mood, Baba would mirror the mood of that person, shy if the 
person was shy, exuberant if the person was exuberant. I brought flowers from my garden 
to give Him. Should I put them on His lap? I put them alongside Him. I explained I had 
brought the flowers, I was introduced as my mother's son. I didn't have much contact with 
Him at that point, partly because I didn't want to get in the way of others' view. 

"My home address is Flowers, but it's the name of a man. The East-West gathering was a 
marvelous experience for me, absolutely majestic. But Baba was suffering so much, with 
His crippled body, giving love to people with such attention. 

"People came from India and Pakistan, taking weeks to get there, they had only an instant 
with Baba and that struck me that we had come in ease, had flown, and these people had 
gone through infinite hardship for one small glimpse of Baba. All along one feels how 
privileged we were to come into the orbit of Baba's love. I had a chance to say something 
to Him, but I don't recall what I said or what he said exactly, but I think he said, 'Nothing 
matters but love for God.' 

"I've had this difficulty in my home. My wife doesn't care for Baba, and my children are 
indifferent. I never try to proselytize or push Baba, because people would get fed up with 
me. He said, 'I'm only giving you a drop of my love, if I gave you more you couldn't 
contain it.' 

"I was longing to share Baba, but I wasn't a fitting instrument to share Baba at that stage, 
maybe even not now. I was corresponding with quite a few people. There was one very 
special couple with whom I corresponded, Fred and Ella, and when I met them at the East-
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West gathering they became like grandparents to me through their correspondence with 
me. They sent me Warren Healy's Awakeners. 

"People were centers at that time, not big buildings, or anything. When the Everything and 
the Nothing came out, the ms went to Dennis Obrien and Bill and I used to send the 
book. I sent a copy to Fred Hoyle the cosmologist. 

"Baba was only man on earth who could be 100% full of God and 100% full of man, 
which makes Him an enigma from start to finish. I also sent it to Herbert Reade, a painter, 
who was interested in Gurdjieff. I was also putting books in libraries. My wife was 
imposing a condition that for every book I bought of Baba's I should buy her a book or 
pay her the money. I took this as part of Baba's work. Later I tried to distribute more and 
more Baba books in Christchurch. Olga who was here a while ago found out about Baba 
from a book I put in the Psychic Research Institute. 


