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KG-113A 

Eruch Jessawala 
Merwan Jessawala 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
March 11, 1979 
44:41 

Note Continue on KG-113B 

Content 
Eruch: We'll see after 700 years. The story about what Baba said to the Japanese 
has been overblown, but remember that anything printed and published by Meher  
House publications in Bombay is the most authentic [many laughs]. 

Story about Japanese coming to the Ashok (in 'Nagar?), overfilling a restaurant. One 
Japanese man expressed an interest in Baba. Another ran away in fright. 

Mani telling about Baba's room, "His television..." 

Eruch: By the way, you remember the other day you were seeking an opportunity to 
discuss the Principal Niranjan Singh story -- answers to his many questions. Eruch 
announces the death of Principal Niranjan Singh on 7th March 79. The questions and 
answers are in the book, "Everything and the Nothing." Great scientist, principal of one of 
the biggest colleges. Brother of master Tara Singh, in some nursing home in Delhi? Indian 
voice says he read that the brother of Tara Singh was admitted to a nursing home in Delhi 
in Times of India. Eruch says "very good person." There are many Singhs who are Baba- 
connected, Lala Tehlram a very good old man. Other Indian voice: "Amar Singh was very 
fiery." 

Statement comes from a Westerner, "There's nothing to know unless you want to know 
about Baba that matters, but there are all the intermediary things that we are all fascinated 
by. But, being interested in these intermediate things is like wanting to make Baba a saint 
rather than God. Eruch agrees. 

Topic switches to Bal Kishan Bakshi. Kishan Singh was at the top of the list of people 
called by Baba, along with Keki Nalavala, who was like mandali. Kishan would go arrange 
programmes. Kishan Singh wanted the public to know about Baba maybe because there 
were the saints who notified people about their messages, and so he arranged a big 
programme. They took a big ground, and people gathered. There was an introductory 
speech given, introducing Baba and then Bal Kishan was introduced to the crowd. 

"Avatar" Bal Kishan Bakshi was introduced. BKB was very young, and before the 
microphone he said, you all know what I have to say today, so there is nothing more to be 
told to you," and he sat down. He had started rolling up his sleeves as if he was going to 
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give a long lecture, but he explained to them that it has all been told. Dr. Deshmukh had 
to pick up the thread. 

In 1970 Amartithi, Eruch went up on the dias, and said, "For all these years you have heard 
from me, but now I want to be a pilgrim around here, so there is nothing to be said," and 
he sat down.  

Some years back, Jal says, he heard that Baba said there was a disease in America that 
nobody will be able to cure. Could it be AIDS or maybe drug addiction? The thread isn't 
taken up.  

Meherwan says some stuff that I can't quite decipher. There was an English couple that 
was frightened of snakes. 

Humorous event (Eruch): They were traveling in a big first class carriage. Baba had a berth, 
and there was a berth available for Eruch but he was sitting on the floor by Baba's feet. Six 
persons could be in this carriage, but three only were in the carriage. The other person in 
the carriage locked the door, preventing others to come into the six-person couchette. 

At some stop, others tried to get into the carriage, and there was a verbal battle between 
the person trying to get into the carriage and the person in the carriage and there was a 
verbal battle between the two persons. It went on, "Wait until I put on my trousers and I 
will show you..." Baba signaled to Eruch, "When is he going to put on his trousers?" 

Old man and the child on the train story, repeated, but it's the first time Dara  has heard it, 
so maybe it is a good version. Ends just as the train reached Gulbarga. 

Eruch to a lady, saying that now he can die because he has told them (westerners) 
everything, and the rest they can read in the books. 

Once more about the Japanese at the sahavas, according to Eruch. The Japanese did speak 
to Baba, and said, "It would be so good if you would come to Japan." Baba gestured that 
he wouldn't be coming to Japan now, but he would have to wait for 700 years. Eruch says, 
"This is what I had heard." Simple remark was, not now going, and he would have to wait 
for 700 years when he would be there. 

Dara asks for Eruch to repeat the story about the old man and the child. 

"We were on a mast tour and we were traveling on the train, and as usual the third class 
was overpacked with passengers, and we were seated in an over-crowded compartment, 
naturally very uncomfortable. Baba had a bit of space in the compartment, and he could 
make himself a little less uncomfortable than the other passengers. Those who were with 
Baba were on the same bench seated with Baba, and they moved aside so that Baba's seat 
would be more comfortable. Express train, going from junction to junction. At one 
junction, an old man, a Muslim, is holding a child up to the window, and without many 
words is imploring the passengers to take the child. The platform is overcrowded, the train  
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carriage is overcrowded, and with his gestures he is pleading that there should be room in 
the carriage for at least a little child. "In the name of God please take the child inside." 
Baba says to Eruch that why doesn't he take the child, and Baba says, "This old man is 
helpless and he is pleading in the name of God, why don't you take the child in?" Eruch 
takes it to be an order and takes the child in, and the passengers complain terribly, and 
Eruch rejoins suitably and the child was made to sit quite near Baba, and Baba and 
another mandali made themselves uncomfortable to hold the child. 

At the next junction, the old man comes to the carriage and tries to find out if the child is 
safe. He looks through the window, and we say the child is ok, and go back to your 
compartment, and again at the next junction he comes again, and the old man rushes to 
catch some bar and hang onto the train. 

While the train is moving, Baba says to Eruch that he should get the old man into their 
compartment if he comes to see about the boy at the next junction (train stop)."Why don't 
you take him inside and make him comfortable?" Eruch said, "Did you see how these 
people shouted when we took the child in?" But Baba told him to do it somehow. At the 
next junction, the man did come to see about the child, and Eruch whispered into his ear, 
"I'm going to take you in because you are not satisfied about your child, so you help me 
and I will help you into the carriage." The old man agreed very willingly, and Eruch pulled 
him into the compartment through the window, and all the passengers were shouting 
at me, another passenger in the overcrowded compartment. "We will bear the  
discomfort..." and one of us got up from his seat, and made a little more room. The 
mandali were not occupying much of the seat, and one went to the floor, and Baba was 
made still more uncomfortable. The child went onto the old man's lap. 

Shouting subsides gradually, and Baba signaled to Eruch to start a conversation with the 
man. It was customary for the mandali to talk to the passengers in the trains they were 
traveling on, because they could ask passengers if they knew about masts or saintly 
personages in the district. This used the mandali's time in a profitable way. Eruch started 
talking to the old man, and I asked where he was headed to and he said he was going to 
Gulbarga. "Gulbarga, That's a place of pilgrimage and there is a shrine of Bandar Nawaz, 
the perfect master." There is a tradition there that nobody goes into the shrine of Bandar 
nawaz and returns empty handed from there -- wishes are granted. So now Eruch says, 
"We know of the sanctified place, sanctified by the shrine of the great one there. Do you 
live there?" Man says he does, and now Eruch asks that there must be some friend  
of God to be found there, Allah Wali, isn't it?" Old man says, "But you are from 
Ahmednagar [he had already asked], aren't you? So what about Meher Baba? Why are you 
going around the places when you already have him to go see? Why do you lose sight of 
the one in Ahmednagar?" 

This goes on, with the old man saying that Baba is the very root of the tree and why are 
you messing about with the branches. "Catch hold of him, go to him, be with him, you are 
missing the chance of your life..." Eruch persists, and the man says not to go in search of 
those people. He goes on: "I am living in Gulbarga, I went there to his camp near 
Ahmednagar, I had made a special visit, he was in seclusion, he didn't see anybody so I 
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had to go back disappointed, and on another trip I was told that he was out on a tour. Not 
only in this country, he goes abroad. It is my cherished desire to see him. Is he in 
Ahmednagar?" 

"I can tell you one thing, he has not gone abroad," says Eruch. Eventually the man tells 
Eruch about the shrine, which Eruch also knows about, so the information is worthless to 
him, compared to the address of a mast. The train stops in Gulbarga, and most of the 
passengers are pilgrims, so most of the overcrowding vanishes, and the compartment is 
almost vacant. Baba immediately turns to Eruch and asks if there is a photo of Him with 
them. Eruch remembers that he has one Baba magazine and it contains a photo, and Baba 
directs Eruch to get it and to go out in search of the man. 

[There is a gap in this well-known story, and although it continues on 113b we don't get 
the flavor of Eruch telling that when he goes to find the man and tell him that he has been 
having Meher Baba's darshan all along, he upbraids Eruch curses at him, tells him the 
younger generation are awful people, all the while running back to the train. Meanwhile 
the train starts up, Baba waves to the man Eruch grabs hold of some support and re-boards 
the train.] 
     


