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KG-105A 

Eruch Jessawala 
Aurangabad, Ellora Caves,  
Date Unknown 
29:53 

Content 
[Outdoor sounds. Eruch gives history of Aurungabad and of Daulatabad fort 8 miles 
outside Aurungabad. Eroded walls,etc. Fort known as Devgiri in 12th century. Mohammed 
Tuglug made it his capital in 1920s. Aurungabad dates from 1605. Fatehnagar named at 
beginning. Malikambar, Aurangzeb and even Shivaji fit into this picture. Chandbibi, too. 
Lots of names from Indian history are mentioned.] 
  
Baba passed through the place.  
  
[In Daulatabad fort, there is Chandminar, 200 ft. high, built in 1435. Few more miles away 
is Khuldabad, famous and Baba liked the atmosphere there. Khuldabad is known as town 
of saints, 1400 mausoleums there. Tomb at Khuldabad, and Baba did universal work in 
Khuldabad. Touring, Eruch-led, takes them to the entrance of the fort. Eruch comments on 
the military architecture of the fort, built to slow down elephant incursions. Gates and 
walls enclose an entire township.]  

Sometimes, Baba would bring the Mandali to the perimeter of the fort to see the Tower of 
Victory.  
  
The tape switches to the Ellora caves. Kailash comes up, huge monolithic rock temple, 
mentioned by Brabazon in "Stay with God." 100,000 tons of debris have been removed so 
that the temple remains on its own. Hillock on the right hand side, small semi-circle there, 
Sai Baba's cave. There was a time when many spiritual personages congregated in this 
place. Mausoleums show that these persons had followers. Baba went inside the cave, and 
said later that He did His universal work in this place. Technically, Eruch says, idgah is to 
the left of the cave, a place of worship by the Muslims at the time of Eid. Fees to enter  
Kailash, but it's Friday, Muslim holiday, so no charge to enter the Kailash, otherwise 8 
annas [in that time.]  This part was in the kingdom of the Nizam, and they have continued 
to follow the habit of the past.  

Eruch points out the chief panel. It depicts Saraswati, watch keepers, elephants bathing the 
goddess with water, lotus and waves on the facia.  

[Tape shifts again to music a flute played in the Indian style local musician.]  

Dara asks about a guide named Bal Kishan, whose father used to be a guide here when 
Baba would bring His Mandali to the Kailash temple. Work of art plus a work of 
dedication. Generations worked on it, and Baba would want His followers to admire this 
art.  
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Bal Kishan would speak to the Westerners in English so all could understand. Every now 
and then Baba would come to Khuldabad. Gap for a while after Baba dropped His body, 
and then more visitors to Khuldabad. In 1971-1972 period, Eruch started bringing people 
here. Bal Kishan was an ace guide, when he got to know the visitors, he revealed to Eruch 
that his father used to take Baba and His followers through the cave. Bal Kishan not there 
on Fridays so no opportunity to speak to him.  

Mahabharat panel on one side, and on the other Ramayana scenes. Somebody started  
asking the guides if there had been a plan to guide the workers who did construct the 
temple. There were no papers for blueprints at the time, and the whole plan was carried in 
the mind of the chief sculptor. Kind of a chariot underlies the design of the support 
structure. Statues of animals carry the burden of the roof. "Sections of a chariot – huge 
chariot, elephants yoked to pull the chariot for the Lord. Carvings and material removal 
started from the top. One panel with Ravana, who used to offer flowers every day. One 
day he found a flower missing, and he is trying to cut off his head because of the missing 
flower, to place at the feet of Shiva.  

Shiva and Parvati are depicted on another panel in the Brahmin section of the caves, 
Buddhist at another section, Jain at a third section. Muslims are also represented because 
of the 1400 mausoleums of the Sufis. And now Baba has come to the place. 
    


