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Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
November 24, 1979 
44:30 

Content 
Eruch starts to ask the Rubins about how they came to Baba, but the conversation veers 
toward answering Eruch's questions about news of Wendy and Buz. 

Eruch asks why they come so often. Is not one visit sufficient to come here? Why did you 
come again? Eruch seems interested in the answer of why Western pilgrims come back to 
India to visit the mandali. Eruch says this particular topic reminds him about Baba. Baba 
comes again and again and he is happy to come and to receive the love. Eruch concludes 
that we come to be happy here, and likewise he has created the whole thing, but he 
comes back here, because he misses us just as we miss him. There's a reunion. 

He has assured us that we will be with him when he comes back. 

Until you begin to love him as he should be loved, and then all the charm is lost when 
you become one with Him. [Common theme with Eruch. The charm of the divine game is 
lost when one gets union]. 

We are always in the procession, a huge procession that has started with the creation and 
the procession is setting toward some point. With every advent, the procession comes to a 
halt, so those who are in the forefront are in a position to see why the procession has 
halted. (With every advent the procession does halt.) He says, "I come for all but I am for 
the few." The ones in the front of the procession have the privilege of being with him, 
serving him, getting him a glass of water if he wants one. The ones just behind the 
foremost persons see all these people hustling and bustling, all sorts of activity, though 
they may not be able to figure out exactly what is going on, and the ones behind them  
also see that something is happening, and so on, with the effect of the advent diminishing 
in the perception of the other persons in the procession, as one observes persons farther 
and farther from the front. Eruch says that, "it goes on and on, and fades out." When He 
drops the body, again the procession starts. 

When there is another event, the ones in the forefront from the previous advent are set 
aside and other ones come. Every advent, for every person, is a march towards Him. Eruch 
says that the ones who were at the forefront become the ones who arrange the order in the 
procession, the ones with the whistles, the volunteers of the procession(!), guarding, 
guiding and helping.  

Pilgrim asks what it means to be close enough to Baba to assure that you are on the train 
to come back to be with him. Is it acceptance? Eruch laughs and says not. "He's the Lord 
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of Lords. That's how the grace flows. He is so independent that even if you don't merit his 
grace, he will dole it out to you, even if you are his adversary. "Colonel Irani has the good 
fortune to have the same name as I have." Eventually all of the hearts of the ones who 
were turned away by the Colonel eventually came to Baba, so though he seems to be an 
adversary he was the closest friend, playing the role that was given to him, because he was  
constantly thinking about Him more than others. 

For seven generations after us, there is benefit/help to them because we are with the 
Avatar. Then Eruch amends the point to say that the benefit of the seven generations is for 
one who is realized, and though we are not realized, it is our birthright to realize our true 
self, and in the course of incarnations the persons connected with us, through us, are 
getting closer to the day when we get realization and they get the benefits. We are 
marching faster and faster towards the reality, and we never go backwards. It's a narrow 
lane toward him. We do stall sometimes, and persons from behind us have to push us 
forward. 

There may be many reincarnations more, because of errors we make, but if we hold onto 
him, we will be entangled from all that, and it will take us to him "fastest." 

What had happened was that there was a certain ascetic who had practiced real yoga, 
helping to merge one with reality, the real stuff of India, not the exercises of the West. He 
had spent 40 years out in the world, fasting and trying just to sustain himself in the body. 
(Preserving the body is essential just so it is not dropped, since it is precious as it leads him 
to realization, so he doesn't want to drop it.) The yogi is determined to be God's.  

A contemporary of his is leading his family life, but is also determined to be His, just like 
the yogi. 

Someone who is all absorbed in the Lord, a jivanmukhta, passes by the yogi on the 
road, and the yogi asks the mast, "where are you going?" 

"Don't you know, I am going to the Lord." 
  
"Oh, will you carry a message for me? Tell the Lord I am here these past 40 years, living a 
life for Him, I just offer myself to Him, and does He even remember me? How many more 
years do I have to pull on like this?" 

The jivanmukhta offers to tell the man's question to the Lord. 

The householder is also attracted to the jivanmukhta. "Give the Lord my salutations. Tell 
Him that I remember Him, I always think of Him, I love Him, and how many more years 
do I have to be doing this family thing before I am merged in him?" 

Ten years later, the yogi sees the jivanmukhta walking down the street. In response to his 
question, the jivanmukhta tells him that he did give his question to the Lord, and the 
answer for him was, "You have ten more lives to go."  
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"Ten more? I hoped it would be all over this lifetime," says the yogi. 

Likewise the householder sees the jivanmukhta, and asks the same question. The answer 
comes from the Lord via the jivanmukhta, "You have as many years before I take you into 
me as the number of leaves that are on the tree there." [The tree is a tamarind which has 
seemingly limitless numbers of tiny, tiny leaves.] The householder says, "Really? The Lord 
remembered me? My name is registered in his records? He knows me?" The man's joy is so 
great that at that moment a strong wind comes up and spontaneously the leaves are all 
stripped off the tree and the man gets Realization. 

Facing the challenge and facing the effacement means that there is no such thing as a fixed 
mathematical formula for it. If he had accepted grudgingly, the leaves would still be there, 
but no sooner he accepted, the grace descends. The grace comes when he is pleased, and 
then the grace descends. "The quickest way to please me is to sing your heart out to me," 
said Baba. I am so very independent that nothing can draw my attention, but if your 
supplications are on the wings of love, only the wings can touch the threshold of my 
abode, and until there is love, no amount of austerities will ever draw my attention. 

Mani says sometimes you can delight him in little ways. Just to give you an idea, Baba was 
sitting here, Eruch was reading out the correspondence from the son of a Jewish family 
from Poona, and they were settled there, and he was trying his best to get a job, and he 
couldn't find a job. "Beloved Baba, I don't know where to turn, you're my only hope. I've 
tried every opening and I can't find a job. 

Suddenly Baba asked, "What's the name of the boy?" 

Eruch said, "Moses." 

Baba said, "A young boy named Moses?" Baba's sign for Moses was an old man with a 
long beard, so this tickled His fancy. Baba said, "Alright." Another letter came within a day 
that Moses had gotten a good job by Baba's grace. 

Mani says, that in Kashmir, there was a shop named "Suffering Moses" and that's where 
they did their shopping, because Baba was amused by the name of the shop. 

About being penitent, there is a story from the Old Testament, Moses going to Mount Sinai 
and the conversation he has with the Lord. This is the story of the old lady who was a 
prostitute in the town, of whom the Lord says she is his favorite. The old lady says she is 
the one who loves him, who believes in him and who remembers him. "You are the most 
dear one to me, the most loved of mine." [This is told many times, so I won't reproduce 
the whole thing.] She started telling her life story, and she told Moses about her deeds, and 
how she was repentant. It is but natural that the Lord must have forgiven and forgotten  
about it, so when the message is sent the Lord finds her love acceptable.  
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But there is more to the story. Moses goes up there again, and each one has given a 
message. Lord says, "Moses remember one thing. About that lady, go and tell her that I 
withdraw all I have said and it is between her and you." So Moses didn't know what has 
happened, and he goes and conveys that message. She is happy. My Lord is remembering 
me. He is withdrawing, but it is his wish and will. Moses says, "What's going on here?" He 
goes back again and beseeches the Lord, saying that he is confused about this. "My Lord, 
the woman sent her salutations, and now after a while you sent another message. Why is it 
between me and her?" "Why is it between me and her?" 
  
"While the old woman has confided in you, she has lived again through the life. Before, I 
had forgiven and forgotten. As long as she confided in me, I took care. But now that she 
has confided in you, it's between you and her." 

Mani takes over. She says that she used to feel bad about Saint Peter, who had to deny 
Jesus three times. He was so close, so one day I asked Baba. Baba why this for Peter, surely 
Jesus loved Peter. Baba looked so sad, and said, "Yes but it had to be. He had to sacrifice 
even Peter for his work, his repentance was so profound, and the work that he did for Jesus 
was profound to the degree of his work." It was really sacrificing Peter in this way for His 
work, because He loved him so much. 

Eruch: Same thing for Judas, who was used for His work. Had he not played that role, it 
would not have been possible for Jesus to be crucified. He had to be sacrificed for the sake 
of that work. 

Mani: It's a play, and the roles are the same. Everyone has a part to play, though the script 
is not fixed to be identical but the same players are there now. [Bhau says there were many 
Judases in Baba's ministry.] Judas had the purse, during Jesus' time, and it was planned 
beforehand so that Judas should do the work of taking the silver for the betrayal. Consider 
World War II, when you put the first letters of the names together, they spell "Christ."   
       


