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KG-098B 

Eruch Jessawala 
Filis Frederick 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
November 17, 1979 
44:32 

Note: Continuation of KG-098A 

Content 
Vengurla story, Western coast of India, nice mast, nice rest house, and the women were 
tapped to come along. Katie, Manu, Mehera, Mani, Goher, Meheru was back from her 
school days. Bungalow on a rock "projecting from the sea." 

Vengurla had a very good mast, and Baba liked to visit the mast. 

Eruch was sent out to find a secluded beach, and he succeeded. Took an hour and a half 
to walk to the beach with Baba and the women on their first trip to the beach. Baba was 
using his board at this time. So now comes the swimming for the women, the swimming 
practice for Baba. 

Baba always liked youngsters to know swimming. "How will you swim in the ocean of my 
love?" A kid teased Baba about it and Baba responded that the ocean doesn't know how to 
swim. 

So Baba got a little exercise, swam, waist deep water, then Baba got out and Eruch went 
for a little ten minute swim, and Baba clapped after that time, and they began to go back. 

Baba told Eruch to call the women and tell them to go back to their house. 

Mast's place was in the street bazaar and there was the backwater, slimy stinking, filthy, 
distance couple of furlongs. The topography was short trip across the backwater via canoe 
to get to the bazaar directly, or several miles to walk around the long way. 

They got dumped into the backwater by a rival kid, two boys started taking them. 
Fishermen's children were responsible for the problem. The rival pulled the leg of the one 
who was keeping the canoe upright. Turbidity was so great that Eruch couldn't see Baba's 
body. Luckily Eruch got hold of one of Baba's arms, and they started paddling and with his 
legs and Baba's arms they made it across the filthy lagoon -- raw sewage was there. Now 
they got to the street of the bazaar. Sachel was preserved with the alphabet board. Little 
township there, and Eruch got instructions from Baba to go get fresh clothes, from their 
residence, which was about a mile and a half away. Eruch gave Baba a bath, but Eruch 
was still full of algae. They went to the mast, Baba finished his work and, as usual, his 
mood was wonderful because the mast contact was so satisfactory. "I'm really very 
happy today. You know, we had a narrow escape. You gave me your hand and got me 
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out of that filth, and there will come a day when I will give my hand and get you out of the 
filth of illusion." 

Eruch expressed his despair at the danger through which they had passed directly to Baba 
when they reached the shore. 

Filis asks about the 1956 visit to the US. Eruch responds that the people were very frank. 
Eruch felt nothing about the places they visited, because he felt not free to even look 
because he had so much work to do with Baba. Eruch was with Baba the whole time. 
Some mistake about ordering breakfast was mentioned by Filis. Mandali (not Eruch) had 
ordered room service and Baba was unhappy about it. Baba looked at a woman who 
complained about her husband giving too much money to the Sufis. Baba asked her what 
would have mattered if there was an earthquake and she were to lose her husband and her 
children. She responded that only God would matter at that point. Baba sent Kitty out to 
get a copy of the prayer of repentance, she read it on behalf of all of them, and then Baba 
forgave all of them, and gave them a hug. 

Eruch tells Jamie that there is no specific factor for becoming one of the mandali and tells 
what Baba said constituted becoming one of the mandali. 

In 1938 Baba told Eruch to leave all and come to him. At that time he was a nice and 
loving person. Where Padri's room is nowadays, where Mo is, Baba said, "You be seated 
here, and keep looking at the hill. As soon as I come out of the gate up there, you go up, 
come to me, and spend the rest of the day with me." There were mad persons there, and 
one of Eruch's first duties was to help with the mad ashram getting ready for Raja 
Gopichand. 

Eruch's first thing to do would be to put his forehead to the ground before Baba, because 
others did it. Eruch read the board, worked on the Blue Bus tours, was young and healthy 
and Baba impressed upon him that the thing to do was to obey him. People would ask for 
blessings, ask for material help, but still Eruch felt that Baba was very kind and loving. 
Eruch didn't know the meaning of what they called Baba, which was Shri Sadguru Meher 
Baba. Baba would every day ask whether he had slept and eaten well. Then Baba asked 
about what the mandali talked about, and Eruch said, "All this circle business. I don't 
know what they mean about it." "Baba said, "you have two ears. Listen with one and let it 
all go out the other ear. Just hold onto my daaman and obey."   

Eruch was observing the mandali and noting that they sometimes expressed anger. But 
Eruch found that Baba was absolutely different, not an ordinary person, an extraordinary 
person. Still to this day, Eruch says, he doesn't know why he is there. "By your grace, 
anything is possible." So no such thing as spiritual gain or material gain, I was not lonely 
or bereft of love. I was loved by the society, the girls, the boys, and nothing was lacking, 
because we had vast estates. Had he not given the call, I doubt if I would have followed 
the spiritual line. Eruch was 20. Baba called him in August and his 21st birthday came in 
October. Eruch's job was to be a house servant and also to give Baba company. People 
used to come there, but masses were not there, but then when He gave out that he was the 
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Highest of the High, the same ancient one come again, and Eruch used to ask himself, "Is 
He that?" Eruch had studied the life of Jesus and had developed great love for Jesus, and 
Jesus was the one to whom Eruch felt most connected. 

It wasn't that what Eruch would do was going against what he felt -- somehow he was 
impelled to do these things, and also Eruch felt that He was something great. Personal 
interviews taught Eruch much: Drunkards, thieves, murderers came to Baba, and Eruch 
was amazed at how well he dealt with them. His charity, his total lack of pomp and 
circumstance, his love -- all these things are the attributes of God Himself. People would 
not do what he said to do, even go against what he told them to do, and yet he would still 
forgive them. 

Eruch also mentioned that it wasn't till the 1960s until he finally got that Baba was God 
Himself. "Sometimes I feel," Eruch says, "that some of that time with Baba was wasted." I 
think he means that he should have tumbled to who Baba was sooner, and it might have 
made some difference. 

"It was very difficult for my stupid mind to accept him." Eruch never mentioned this point 
of not understanding to Baba directly. Digression in here about making Eruch go because 
Eruch wouldn't obey him and go to America with him. But when Eruch went around India 
in 1952 as Baba went to America,  
  
       


