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Content 
From Eruch, though told to him by Baba:  
The story of the gem merchant and the confidence man. The gem merchant travels with 
the confidence man, and at night the con man tries to steal the gems from the merchant's 
bags. Unbeknownst to the con man, the gem merchant has hidden the gems in the con 
man's baggage (satchel). Baba says we spend our lifetime trying to find where he is, and 
we don't realize he is with us all the time. 

There was one district judge over here, and these judges come to Baba. He happened to 
have met Tajuddin Baba and Upasni Maharaj, and he was from Nagpur, Eruch's town, and 
he studied with Dr. Deshmukh. Judge told a funny story about Deshmukh. He used to take 
us out on a tour, and he would talk about nature and bring philosophy. One day he gazes 
at a small cottage, and he looks and looks, and what do we find? Here in India cow dung 
is made into cakes and dried, and are used for fuel, and I happened to ask him, "Sir what 
is it that intrigues you?" "I can't see how a cow got on top of that wall to make that flop on 
it." 

There was no doubt of Deshmukh's love for Baba. Now Eruch tells the April fool's joke at 
Guruprasad, and Baba told them himself, today is the first of April and we must fool Dr. 
Deshmukh and put a stone inside it. "I am so happy today to see you. Sit down. Somebody 
has brought a fruit basket for me, and you should have it. It is my gift to you, but nobody 
else should have any. Don't you want to see what is inside?" Deshmukh opens admires the 
stone and says it is a permanent gift from the Avatar and he will treasure it forever. 

Someone suggests to tell the story about the time they fooled Deshmukh. To some extent 
they felt Deshmukh was on their chest in these instances, because he wanted to extract the 
last word about what had happened since he had last been there. So he used to pester 
them so much and they wanted some rest from his pestering. Bhau had just come, so it 
must have been in around 1953-54. They decided to frighten Deshmukh by acting as 
though they were masts. Every time when he would come he would plead with Baba, let 
your grace descend on them. Baba would say, "My grace has descended, or else they 
wouldn't be alive!" 

Dr. Donkin agreed to become the most jelali, with knives and ice axe and all  that. Eruch 
was a jamali mast. But how would they function with Baba? As soon as he arrives, Bhau 
was set to be on watch, and Baba shouldn't be there. Bhau would be a normal human 
being, and would tell the doctor that eventually Baba's grace had descended upon them, 
but these people now, when Baba is present his grace is such that they function normally. 
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When Baba leaves, they go back to being masts. "Don't go too close to them, because 
when Baba isn't here they are quite dangerous." Indeed Deshmukh took the bait and was 
afraid of the mandali men, who looked ferocious. Now what happened is that the bell 
rang, Baba came and as Baba arrives all are back to normal. Baba greets Deshmukh. 
Though the mandali had not told Deshmukh, Baba said, "You should not take it to heart 
that they don't meet you and greet you on this visit." That confirmed that Baba knew the 
joke. Till this day, Deshmukh still thinks that the show was real, that they had become  
masts, and Baba's grace had descended. They put on a real show for him later that day. 
Pendu scared Dr. Deshmukh and made him run away. From that day, Deshmukh left them 
in peace for the rest of the vacation. 

Picture of Baba with Kamli coat in early 20s. Some photographer invited Baba to his 
studio, and the negative was on a glass plate, and now Hermes has got it, but in this 
picture there is a story about Dr. Deshmukh. Deshmukh had just returned from London, 
and he came to know that the Jessawalas had seen Baba, so he used to come to visit the 
family. All college students knew about the eccentricity of this professor. Deshmukh loved 
the picture, an enlargement of the picture was hanging in the Jessawala living room. He 
took the picture to have it copied. After two days, Eruch's Gaimai told him later, a 
telegram came from Baba, "Why have you driven me out of your house?" It took her a 
while to imagine what it was all about. She was seated in her drawing room, pensive, 
when her sight fell on the corner and realized the frame was absent. "Go to Dr.  
Deshmukh and get the picture back" so Eruch went. 

Years passed by and when they went to join Baba Gaimai took the picture with her Same 
frame lasted until they went to live in Poona. Baba asked Gaimai to perform the aarti, 
bowed down to that very picture and said, "In this I am as I really am."  
  
"Mad ashram was there in 1938 when I first came. Baba would shave them, clothe  
them feed them, do all this, entertain them with music -- they were given best of treatment 
as well as the warmth of love." So at some point Baba said, "Why not occupy them? Get 
them to perform Raja Gopichand." Day and night the mandali were after them to get them 
to learn the parts, but they were mad. Costumes and scenery were obtained from Bombay 
from theatrical suppliers. There were prompters behind the scenes, telling lines giving 
stage direction, and the prompters were also on stage, dressed up as mendicants. Lively, 
because lots of mistakes uproarious, quite humorous, though serious also. 

Eruch said that they never imagined it would be the way it is today, with people from all 
over the world coming to Meherabad, Meherazad. After 1969 the mandali Chairman of 
the Trust was doing what he does, but they decided to stay when the Westerners came and 
they thought that maybe their job was to tell the Westerners about Baba. Baba had said, 
"There will be darshan every day." 

Sam: "Once Muhammad sat with his disciples, and they felt that they had not learned 
anything, apart from the battles they had fought with him. 'We have accepted Muhammad 
as our Lord and Creator, and he convinced us that it was immaterial if we know nobody 
else.'" 
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Muhammad took an oath of allegiance when his armies conquered Mecca. He took 
the hand of the men, but for the women Abu Bakr took their hands. Mohammed gave 
the spoils away to the worst of his enemies. Eventually all the soldiers got disgruntled and 
left, because there would be no spoils for the soldiers. Muhammad said to the commander 
of the army, what is fair? "Call the whole army and I will address them." Commander said 
he was with his own tribe on this. 

I have given gold, horses and camels to these ones, and women have been set free. But 
what will you get? You will be taking back to Medina with you the companion of God, the 
one chosen by God. 
[tape ends in mid-story] 

     


