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Content 
[Eruch continues his description of how to love Baba, as recalled by him from an answer 
Baba gave when one lover asked how to love Him.] 

"...that gift comes at a later stage. 

"So what happens is you begin to reflect my love. You begin to remember me." [Eruch 
drops out of recalling Baba's exact words and changes to first person.] Some people go to 
the extent of remembering him at different hours of the day and night, so at 12 o'clock 
they say, 'Oh it's 12. Baba, Baba.' It's bedtime, 'Oh Baba, Baba.' [Eruch articulating Baba's 
name with love] Perhaps at night, one person gets up at midnight to remember. Four 
o'clock in the morning is the right time to remember Him. So that's how it is. He sets the 
alarm, there are the modern gadgets these days that help you to remember him. That's how 
a novice remembers Him. These are the reminders. 

Baba is telling that man. All these are the answers to the question of how to love Him. 
[Back to Baba's voice] "These are the ways in which you become closer and closer, 
reflecting my love more and more. So then you are impelled to try to find out my ways. 
You ask, 'What did he like?' So you read the literature. 'What about his life? What was he 
like when he was a child? What about his parents?' That reminds him. 'What about his 
friends? Did he go to school? To college?' All these reminders through literature, the man 
goes through all that and he becomes still closer to Him. He knows His likes and dislikes, 
and all the more he can remember through such reminders. But he is not satisfied. So now 
the man's heart longs to go to places where He has been, on pilgrimage. 'He was in 
Ahmednagar? Let's go there. He was born in Poona? Which hospital? Sassoon hospital? 
Let’s go there.' 

The aspirant goes to the various places. He gets all these reminders to remember him. All 
the more, Baba's all-pervading love for the man gets reflected and you are loving him, but 
mind you, I have not given you the gift of love. Baba tells the man, "I have not yet given 
you the gift of love, that blissful agony. You won't be able to stand that." Prior to that, 
remembrances and reminders are there, but Baba says that these reminders have been 
created by you, "but what about Nature? My whole creation is there as reminders to 
remember me. Now the lover is not satisfied with man-made or man-created reminders 
and he goes a step further and begins to remember Him through nature. He sees shapes, 
colors, birds, beasts, humankind, and he sees not only one green shade, but many green  
shades are there. It's not just red color that He has created, so many shades delight our 
heart. Pinks and yellows and reds and all that delight our heart. Baba is telling this man 
that, mind you, I am not telling you. I am recalling what He has been telling the man.  
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"The man now takes the help of Nature reminders from Nature to remember me. But the 
man is not satisfied with that. He is thirsty. He takes some food, and he remembers that 
Baba liked plain daal and rice. He says, 'How He went out in the sun, how He must have 
been thirsty in the daytime, when it was hot in the streets. Even the cool water that I take 
now, what a creation this is! How cool is the water that He has kept for us!' With every 
morsel of the food that he takes, with every gulp of water, with all the ice creams, the 
food, the fruits the juices, the smoothies remind him of the Lord. But that doesn't satisfy 
him, either. He begins to think about various other things in the creation. 'Had He not 
given me thirst, how could I have appreciated the creation of water? What a beautiful 
thing He has done for us.He has blessed us with the thirst. He has blessed us with 
appetite. If he had not given the appetite, who would have cared for the bounties he has 
given us in food?' That's how a man remembers Him. Then the remembrance changes into 
glorifying of the Lord.  

Now the man is reflecting God's love more and more. So close now, so the reflection is in 
full blast now, of the love that is all pervasive. So all the time, people say what a great 
lover of God he is, but the gift still has not been given yet! What he is doing is reflecting 
that love, it's just like reflecting sunlight that falls upon us. 

So now what happens is that he begins to wonder, and Baba gave one example. 'Suppose 
if He had not created this gravitational force, what would have become of us. It's so good 
that I can sit at one place and be here to glorify.' The man remains dazed in glorification, 
and a time comes when he can not utter anything, and he is just speechless at the marvel 
of creation that begins to remind him of the creator. The moment that he can speak no 
words, his mind doesn't function, that is the instant when Baba drops the gift of His love. 
His total effulgence is made manifest and the man sees Baba as He really is, that eternal 
beauty is made manifest. 

Now he sees Baba as He really is and finally he has received the gift of the Lord and now 
after remembering all the reminders he used, he sees the Lord and falls in love with Him 
and now you can say that he is the true lover of the Lord, but now starts the blissful agony. 
The man wants to give up everything to the beloved. His heart knows no satisfaction 
because it's love, not affection, so he is burning and the more he pours out his love, the 
less he thinks he is loving. He wants to give himself up, but he cannot do it. In the 
beginning, when he sees the beloved he wants to become one with him, but there is a 
new development that takes place, his loving gives bliss and agony, but he wants to 
continue loving Him. Loving gives him so much bliss that he no longer wants to become 
one with the Lord. This loving is so intense that he has no regard for becoming one with 
the Beloved. But unfortunately what happens at this stage, most unfortunate thing, when 
he is now relishing, beginning to feel the bliss, the drama is about to culminate in the 
Beloved falling in love with the lover. The Lord Himself falls in love with the lover, and the 
lover becomes the beloved and the lover is raised to the status of the Lord, and that is the 
union, an unfortunate happening in this drama. It's just shattered.  
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That day, Baba gave all this, and this is why Adi said that we can't love like that, until He 
gives us the gift of His real love.  The Union is not love, you become what you really are. 

Reminiscing about when Baba asked them "What is God?" not getting the answer He 
wanted, which is "What is not God?"     


