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Content 
Mani: 
Only God is real. Small things like mosquitoes were from Baba. 
Don't backseat drive Baba. Personal reminiscences, like eating dal, of Baba. 
Particular place on Baba's shin used to itch on Baba's body. 

Eruch now holds forth on maya:  
Buddha incident for Mary. First digression to Ramakrishna Paramhansa. Maya comes into 
the picture, and Ramakrishna with maya -- Vivekananda used to beg Ramakrishna to tell 
him how to get out of maya. "Maya is a big net around us and like fish caught in the net is 
our state. Two ways to get out of it: 1) become very big so the net can not contain you, 2) 
become so tiny that you escape through the tiniest hole in the net. To become big is not 
possible, so the best course is to become the tiniest of the tiny -- humility meekness, 
childlike and get out of the net that way." 

Buddha would harp on the topic of maya in the same way. Reality is in fact not real. Once 
Ananda asks for more about maya. Why do you bother about it? One day Buddha gets a 
whim and he tells Ananda to come with him. 

[This becomes a beautiful rendering of the story of Ananda living an entire 5 year episode 
while going to get a glass of water for the Buddha.] 

Dazzling woman's beauty captivates Ananda's heart. They marry, have two children, 
Ananda takes over the farm of the family and manages it. Time passes, 5 years, flood near 
the river, water pours in, floods farm, waist deep water, they swim, children are swept 
away, wife slips out of his grip and drowns, he's so distressed, he crosses the turbulent 
river, reaches a safe spot and sees Buddha sitting there. "It's only a couple of hours 
since you left. Now you see it is all because of maya." 

Another expression of reincarnation as an act of maya, a deep sleep, no  reincarnation in 
that sense. Same mind, same spirit, same soul, just a different body. One existence, the 
oversoul, mind causes the divisions. 

Mani: On our visits to Ellora Caves, Zoo, Museum, Taj, there were always  many persons 
in the party. Baba used to carry the alphabet board with him under his arm. Went to cave 
#10, which has a beautiful feeling, Baba pulled out his board and said, "I am Buddha." I 
read it out, and there seemed to her that the cave became empty for a minute. 
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Narad, disciple of Lord Krishna wants to get married. Lord agrees, but says select your own 
woman, bring her here and I'll perform the ceremony, but on one condition that if the 
woman is with me, don't you disturb her. Of course, Krishna is with every young, eligible 
woman. Eventually Krishna tells him that He will fix up the marriage. 

They go down to the riverbank, and Narad takes a swim, and Krishna ducks him for a 
couple of minutes. Narad, as he surfaces after the ducking, says, "Oh save me, enough." 
Krishna inquires, and Narad describes what a shrew of a wife he had, and what a horrible 
40 year married life he had experienced." "You are already out of it," Krishna says, "I saved 
you already. I made you go through it in only two minutes because of my love for you." 

Mani chimes in with theory of [special] relativity as explained in Life magazine, applies it 
to these stories, and Charlie Morton chimes in with another explanation of special 
relativity. 

Eruch: When we were young, there was supposed to be a hollow earth, and ships fall into 
the hole. And inside there was another universe. It was all hypothetical.  

Reference to a photo of Baba that happened to have been taken in the same year as the 
year Eruch met Him. Same napkin on his head, same innocent child-like look, same 
chappals, although Baba was very fiery at the time, Eruch remarks.  

Tape ends. 
  
    


