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Mani Irani 
Parameshwari Nigam (Pukar) 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
October 6, 1979 
44:29 

Content 
Mani introducing Pukar 
Workers' meeting in October 13, 1968 with Baba, introduced by Mani. 
Meeting abruptly terminated by Baba, Mani observed that Baba seemed 
drained, as if some special work had been done. 
  
Pukar 
In 1942 Congress Party agitating against British. In Hamirpur there was one man Sripat 
Sahai Rawat who went on the run to avoid being incarcerated,  a warrant for his arrest had 
been issued. He decided to go to Nagpur, and to learn about yoga. He talked to 
Tulsi Ram there, who told him to go to Meher Baba. Tulsi Ram introduced Sripat Sahai to 
Deshmukh, who told him that Babadas can help you get Baba's darshan. By chance 
Babadas came there at that time, and told Sripat Sahai to wait for seven days. Sripat Sahai 
came to Meherabad and met Vishnumaster.  Information was sent to Baba, and every 
facility was given to him. Baba told Vishnumaster to tell Sripat Sahai that Baba would meet 
him, though Baba was at that time declining to meet some maharaja. 
  
Meeting Baba, Baba told him that he had been accepted by Baba and that Baba would see 
to his whole life, and Baba asked him to surrender. 

SS went to Gurgaon, walked on foot searched his pockets, found he had lost all his money, 
Rs. 40. He felt helpless. He rebuked Baba, what kind of avatar is this? I had only 40 Rs and 
that I have lost. He heard a clear voice saying "Return!" He came back to the railway 
station. Meanwhile two trains had come and gone, and yet his money belt with all Rs. 40 
was there. Then he said, "Meher Baba really you are Avatar!" He returned to Hamirpur and 
turned himself in. At that same time Babadas reached Hamirpur, and Pukar met him and 
heard Baba's name from Babadas. Now Pukar wanted to hear a first hand report from 
Sripat Sahai. He met on the way, and SS said, "Really I have seen God." Pukar thought SS 
was just a villager, and had been duped. 
   
Babadas did wonderful work for Baba in Hamirpur and spread His love. Baba entered the 
village through Babadas, into every house. Since then we have not been able to do as 
much work as Babadas did. Baba gave Babadas wonderful energy. 
  
After about 8 years I came to Mahabaleshwar and met Baba. Prior to that, for that eight 
years, I was not believing that he was Avatar, and I was writing letters against Baba, and 
thinking that the world is in chaos, Bengalis and so many things, and though he is 
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Avatar how can so many bad things be happening,.   I wanted to expose Baba, so as editor 
of a newspaper I must know about him to tell the truth. For that reason I thought it my 
duty as a newspaperman to tell about Baba. But I saw such love, what can I tell? 
16th October 1951. 
   
He gave us some chances after Mahabaleshwar, Hyderabad and after returning from 
America in 1952, I came after a few days and he called for the preparation of the 
Hamirpur darshan. He instructed us that nobody should bow down to Baba when he visits 
Hamirpur. You must all take this responsibility. It was a difficult task - who can know 
anybody's mind. But taking it as impossible and feeling our helplessness, we said "only if 
you will help it can be." He was to give his first open darshan on 18th in district Hamirpur, 
and there we were preparing for darshan. We wanted to give this no-bow-down 
information to every person there, so they couldn't plead that they didn't have the 
information. So they went from village to village, and as you know Hamirpur is a place for 
which Baba has said, "It is my Heart." And you know also that the world is suffering 
because his heart is broken so pumping good blood is not there. We are his instruments, 
and he is using those instruments. 
  
Mani interjects about the bow and arrow, must pull the string to make the arrow go 
forward, but I love the story that the people in Hamirpur didn't want him to enter and they 
inundated their own fields to prevent Baba from coming there. 
  
Pukar 
We had arranged in such a poor way for receiving Baba, only He knows. Hamirpur is in 
between two rivers, a small place, population of 16 thousand, maybe 8 thousand in those 
days. I was waiting for Baba on the bank of the Jumna river. Baba was coming from 
Kanpur by car. When Baba's car stopped, Baba folded his hands and gave saluation, and 
as Baba had given orders not to bow down or fold hands, I was keeping my hands at my 
side, but I was keeping my hands tight in the back. Now Baba said, you can fold your 
hands. Baba said, "I like this audience." In Inghota, a thought was running in my mind, 
that Baba is said to be God, and yet he has only visited the houses of the rich, not the poor 
men. At that very moment, Baba sat on the dust there, and the reply came to me all at 
once within me, "I really am God and know everything." I forgot all His obedience and fell 
flat on the ground. 
   
At village Nauranga, even up till now it is difficult to reach Nauranga, roads are not good, 
and in those days how he visited those places it was only possible for Him to go from 
place to place, roads so poor. Somehow as Baba drew near to Nauranga there was a 
flow of water in the fields and on the path and it was not possible to enter into the village. 
It is said that some people created some mischief and dug some canal so that it flooded 
the path, and under a Neem tree Baba sat and the water was flowing. There is now a 
platform surrounding that Neem tree where Baba sat, and really, as you know, Hamirpur is 
a backward area and criminals are there also, along with His lovers. It is said in the 
Himalaya if you touch a certain leaf it will cause pain?? and near that very tree there is 
another tree, and if you touch it there will be no more pain. This is like Hamirpur. This is 
also a challenge to God, because this is also his farm, mischievous people are on his farm, 
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so he has to change them into saints. Baba has changed Nauranga a lot and people are 
dancing and singing His glory. People sing when they fetch water from the wells, when 
cooking their food, they are singing to His glory. 
  
It is very easy to believe him when He says "I am Ram, Krishna, Christ, Mohammed," but 
when He says I am each and every one that is more difficult. He told us this, so there is no 
question of doubt. 
  
Mani breaks in to say that loving Him is serving all and serving Him is equally loving all. 
  
Pukar 

When He visited in 1954, after coming to Baba, this mind was confused, sometimes 
Highest of the High, and sometimes confused. In Hamirpur, when I was leading the 
procession I was saying Sadguru Meher Baba ki jai, and not Avatar Meher Baba ki jai. 
When Baba reached Inghota and I prostrated myself, Baba was not annoyed for my 
disobedience. From that place he walked and sat on the dust, and did that from time to 
time on the dust. After that he reached in front of the house of a poor man of that village, 
and went to the platform at his house, and I was standing in front of him, just near, and the 
place was made of bricks. I felt at this time that Baba was Ram, and I remembered a 
dream of my childhood. So often I was talking to Beloved Ram in those days, who was in a 
certain color. But from that moment I saw him in another color and believed He 
was Ram. In my dream nobody gave Ram a chair. I was pressing his feet and weeping in 
the dream. I was in primary school in those days, and reading Ramayana and seeing 
dreams of Ram. Exactly the same I saw Baba as at that time.  

In Hamirpur, when Baba was leaving to go to Inghota, so many people were weeping and 
crying when Baba was going, and I was feeling that I don't have that kind of love for Baba. 
My typesetter was falling down, my sister falling down, and I felt such kind of love is not 
with me. But when I saw Baba as Ram, I felt that I would fall down, and my consciousness 
was almost leaving me, and I had to hurt myself to hold my conciousness together.  But it 
didn't' work, and I found myself being thrown onto the bricks. Baba gestured, "What has 
happened with you?” 

I told him about my dream and explained to him. This all happened in 1952. But this mind 
is very peculiar, and my intellect again began to work. In Meherasthan He asked ‘what do 
you take me to be,’ and I was thinking what should I say? Again I forgot what had 
happened before, and if my number comes what should I say. By chance Baba asked me 
and I told him, "Baba I don't know whether there is God at all or not, so how can I say that 
you are he?" On that occasion I was left, and another place in Rath my number came, 
and I had to tell Baba this same thing, because I should know God. So what do you take 
me for? Sadguru, Perfect Master. This Editor is agnostic, editor of Pukar magazine? And 
then Baba asked, “Is there any man who knows I am Avatar, he should raise his hand." I 
was thinking they are all like me.  
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On another occasion when Baba was in Andhra, and I returned to Hamirpur, Baba told us 
we would reach Andhra on a certain date.  I was thinking I have said Baba was a Perfect 
Master, I have seen him as Beloved Ram, and yet I had not told all my weaknesses to 
Baba, so I will tell Him when I reach Andhra. I may weep, and then how will it be 
possible, so I decided to write a long letter which I kept in my pocket so I may give it to 
Baba.  

At Vijayawada I gave that letter to Baba, and Baba asked me to keep the letter with me, 
and when I see Baba is at leisure I should give the letter to him. I was always trying to be 
near Baba to give that letter to him, and others...  

Tape ends 
        


