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KG-046A/B 

Aspandiar Rustom Irani (Pendu) 
Meherazad, India 
Date unknown 
30:43 

Content 
His Life with Baba 

Lots of reminiscences. Valuable but short, only 30 mins. 

Difficult because of Pendu's speech pattern. Baba's cousin. Everybody loved and 
respected Merwan in their childhood. Merwan used to resolve problems between the 
children. Neighborhood men used to respect him as well. All this was before meeting 
Babajan. Neighbors used to come and consult him, even elderly people. Merwan gained 
so many friends, and even some of these friends became his disciples afterward. After he 
met Babajan, Merwan used to take various people from his friends to Babajan. In 1921 ???  

Friends used to go with Merwan in 1921 to Upasni Maharaj, and at that time Upasni told 
the friends not to come to him, but to go to Merwan, telling the friends that Merwan was a 
perfect master. Friends now began to give more respect and it is at this time that Merwan 
got the name Meher Baba. Now comes Fergusson Road Jhopri, which he says they built as 
a place for Baba to stay. Baily would stay with him at the hut. Some college friends came 
to jhopri, too, coming to know who he was. Pendu was invited to join Manzil-e-Meem 
at this time, Meem = Urdu for M. Pendu makes it 1.5 years at MeM I think. 
  
Now comes marriage of Mehera's elder sister Freiny to Rustom, Adi's elder brother. 
Rustom gives a condition for the marriage, but I can't get it without extended study. Baba 
asks if the group would go live in some village and eat by begging. Rustom offers 
Meherabad as an alternative. Marriage attendance and all the problems, Baba to stay at 
Khushru Quarters. Rustom made another arrangement for them to stay in Happy Valley. 
   
Remembers getting up at 4 AM and taking cold bath at MeM. At quarter of 5 would go to 
be asked by Baba how they slept, and from 5-6 meditation. Hard to keep awake, various 
ways to keep awake included pendulum movement by Pendu, hence the name. 
Perpetuates that Padri got name because of behaving like a priest.  
  
I think we are now back in Khushru Quarters, and someone, Pendu's uncle, came to the 
wedding from Bombay who was very much against Baba. Rustom would fight with anyone 
for Baba, and so that's when they left Khushru Quarters. He did it without telling anyone. 
Standing order was to follow Baba everywhere, and so they left in the early morning, 
thinking they were going for a little walk. They walked to the Dharamshala at the railway 
station and stopped there. Baba went walking toward Dhond, and started their begging 
from the station. Walked the whole way to Meherabad, which Adi, who was with them, 
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said was his father's property, so Adi arranged for them to stay there. There was a well at 
the roadside, and they stayed near the well. Well had a platform, 1.5 ft above grade. 
Rustom came, and said he would ditch the marriage, but Baba sent him back to get 
married anyway. Rustom was told to send the belongings of the mandali in his car to 
Meherabad. They went to Arangaon to beg some bakri from the villagers. 
  
Next morning they found the post office building, which was strong enough and they 
stayed around the post office building near the railway line.  

Pendu was 19, born in 1903, and in 1922 they went, raw recruits, had no idea about a 
master and how to serve him. It was a kind of training camp. There Baba taught them so 
many things. Baba used to serve the food to them. Drinking water was outside the room. 
Baba told them to drink the water. Baba wrestled Pendu down and gave a nice slap. 
Lesson: whenever your master says something, give full concentration to what he says. 
[There is more in this passage, but it will take extended study to get it out.]  

One Poonaite from Kasba Peth. More stuff about Baba's strength, throwing a wrestler 
down the stairs. The tug of war, 20 of them against Baba. Baba never moved an inch. 
  
Various orders detailed. Go away and don't talk to your friends and former acquaintances. 
Woman restriction, very strict orders with respect to sex. Reading restrictions. Training 
camp at Manzil-e-Meem. Few stayed with Baba there, but many came each each day, 
staying the night elsewhere. 
  
In 1956, second accident, and in it one mandali member died and Baba was in seclusion, 
and when he would go for mast work, people who loved him, seeing him, should turn 
their backs and go away. So now mention of cricket match that they were going to for 
relaxation. Baba wrote to Jal to find out when there were matches in Poona, and where. 
Matches could be between big clubs and big colleges, who played among themselves. 
Went to Poona, suburb [named] Match had a lunch break, but it was a Sunday and on 
Sunday there was no food for them because they fasted every Sunday.  


