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Content 
Their Lives with Baba 

[Starts with Begin the Beguine played by an accomplished guitar player and the Prayer of 
Repentance.] 

Delia wants me to talk to you about Baba's silence today, and I never speak extempore, so 
please forgive me. [Meherjee reads a prepared speech, verbatim  
here] 

Baba's words... "The silence that always speaks. I veil myself from man by his own curtain 
of ignorance, and manifest my glory to a few. My present Avataric form is the last 
incarnation of this cycle of time, hence my manifestation will be the greatest. When I 
break my silence, the impact of my love will be universal and all life in creation  will 
know, feel and receive of it. It will help every individual to break himself free from his own 
bondage, in his own way. I am the divine beloved who loves you more than you can ever 
love yourself. The breaking of my silence will help you to free yourself by knowing your 
own self." 

From silence, Meher Baba has given us these words, about an aspect of his advent that can 
never be grasped fully felt and lived. So many other things about Baba's life and work 
stand out as a testament to divinity that was informed in him that his silence is frequently 
lost sight of. Yet, perhaps nothing else enhances so many of the Avatar's attributes and the 
need for him to incarnate at this time. In a way, Baba's silence and the need for it are at 
the foundation of everything. At a time when humanity is immersed in the sounds of an 
industrial age, the Avatar's silence is an expression of the Reality existing behind illusion. 
At a time when the purpose of life is being clouded by rampant desires, the avatar's 
silence will quiet man's mind and guide him on the path to God. But perhaps of all things 
Meher Baba's silence is an expression of the divine love that He brings. "It is not through 
words that I give what I have to give. In the silence of your perfect surrender my love, 
which is always silent, can be yours to share with others who seek me. When the word of 
my love breaks out in its silence and speaks out in your hearts, telling you who I really am,  
you will know that that is the real word you have always been longing to hear." Meher 
Baba's silence also reminds us that real love can never be captured by words. It is an 
active expression of His love for all of us, for all of humanity. It was a sacrifice that He 
made to re-establish the reality of God's love in the midst of illusion and to raise mankind 
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to a new level of consciousness. "My silence and the imminent breaking of my silence, is 
to save mankind from the monumental forces of ignorance, and to fulfill the divine plan  
of universal unity. The breaking of my silence will reveal to men the universal oneness of 
God, which will bring about the universal brotherhood of man." 

Meher Baba's silence, then, is the medium of the awakening that he has to bring. It is 
central to His manifestation, the time when everyone will know that the Avatar has come 
once again. It is a form of inner communication between God and man, that knows no 
linguistic and cultural values, that knows no distinction between high and low, intelligent 
and ignorant, sinner or saint. In Meher Baba's silence we are all one, as Baba has said. "I 
have come to sow the seed of love in your hearts, so that in spite of all superficial diversity, 
which your life in illusion must experience and endure, the feeling of oneness through 
love is brought about through all nations, creeds, sects and castes of the world. In order to 
bring this about, I am preparing to break my silence. When I break my silence, it will not 
be to fill your ears with spiritual lectures. I shall only speak one word, and this word will 
penetrate the hearts of all men, and make even the sinner feel that he is meant to be a 
saint, while the saint will know that God is in the sinner as much as he is in himself." Baba 
frequently stressed that He observed silence in this advent because mankind has been 
given enough words by the Avatar in the past, but have failed to live up to them, making 
them a mockery. Meher Baba's silence will give mankind the strength to live up to the  
simple truths of the Avatar.  

Baba's words: "I repeat, I lay down no precepts. When I release the tide of truth which I 
have come to give, men's daily lives will be the living precept. The words I have not 
spoken will come to life in them."  

Meher Baba's silence was not only of speech. It was also of action. His extensive work 
with lepers, the God-intoxicated wayfarers, saints, the poor and the sick and infirm was all 
done in silence, away from the world's curiosity and publicity. It is not possible for me or 
for anyone to fathom and give a full account of Meher Baba's work with these people on 
the physical level, as well as on all levels beyond the physical. It is unparalleled, not only 
in modern times but in all times.  

When I began to prepare this talk on Baba's silence, I didn't have it in mind to enter into a 
discussion of whether Meher Baba has broken His silence or not. But as I was going 
through some of Baba's statements on His silence and the breaking of it, I ran across 
something Baba said about the Last Darshan held in 1969, soon after He dropped His 
body. This Darshan, Baba said, would be the last He would give in silence. I also came 
across a passage that Eruch had written to a Baba lover who wanted to know if Baba had 
broken His silence, or not.  Eruch wrote, "I was reminded of the very first line in the text of 
the New Testament, 'In the beginning was the word, and the word was God, and the word 
was made flesh and dwelt amongst us, and we beheld His glory. Glory is the only 
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.' The silence of Meher Baba in His man 
form was the personification of God and His being in our midst as the God-Man is the 
word made flesh. His having dropped the man form is the act of releasing the word, which 
simultaneously tantamounts to the act of breaking the silence. When Baba was physically 
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present, people at times made so much of Baba's silence that it seems that some were 
more interested in Baba's silence than they were in Him.  
But to those who were fortunate to come into Baba's physical contact, His silence was 
virtually un-noticeable, next to His radiance and His natural warmth. In fact, most people 
on first meeting Baba were not even aware that He was silent. This is as it should be, 
because the Avatar is first and foremost the divine Beloved who comes to redeem 
humanity from darkness and to be a companion to those whom he draws close in His 
love. All the sacrifices and suffering that He undergoes are secondary to the greatest 
sacrifice of all, His being here in human form."  

As Baba has said, "Avataric periods are like the springtide of creation, bringing a new 
release of power a new awakening of consciousness, a new experience of life, not merely 
for the few but for all." Jai Baba. 

This reminds me we never felt Baba to be silent, we as mandali. But I'll give you one 
instance. After a mast tour from Ahmednagar side, we were returning to Bombay. There 
was a cyclonic storm and all electrical poles were pulled out, so our railway train stopped 
for hours together. Our carriage was just behind the engine. In those days, there were 
coal-fired engines. The driver was a Parsee and we were all in a third class compartment. 
Gustadji and Baba were silent, and we were all talking. This Parsee was a happy-go-lucky 
fellow. He sat with us, he played cards with us, and he never realized that Baba was silent. 
He then started talking and all nonsense and slanging. He never recognized that here was  
Meher Baba, he never knew also. He thought these were all Parsees, and as Parsees are 
well known for their humor, he started telling stories that were not suitable for Baba at all. 
Baba just smiled, and he never realized that Baba was silent, and that was for hours 
together. Not for a few minutes or half an hour or so.  

[Delia asks what Baba's voice was like, but as Meherjee wasn't there at that time He can't 
say.] 

[In response to a question, Meherjee makes it clear that he never felt that Baba was silent.] 

I give you one other instance. There was the managing director of the Central Bank of 
India, a leading bank. He was in difficulty. A court case had been filed against him in the 
Bombay High Court by a competing bank. Another was filed in the privy council in 
London.  

You know the name Sohrabji Desai? He was a follower of Meher Baba, an old man, a 
learned man, a Gujarati, Mansari's uncle. He said to the man, "Come on, I'll take you to 
Meher Baba." The gentleman came to Meher Baba, and we few were sitting with Baba. 
Baba asked his problem, and he did not want any of us to overhear the conversation. Baba 
told us to turn our backs, and the man "talked" to Baba. The man gestured out his problem 
to Baba and Baba replied in gestures as well, and the man understood Baba's gestures. He 
came away very happy, and Baba really blessed him at that time. But see how Baba's 
silence was no barrier to their communication.  
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The case went in his favor in the Privy Council, and the Bombay High Court dismissed the 
case on some small technicality. He was made to sit there, though, until the court should 
rise. I was present at that time, and I witnessed it. I wondered, "How could this man, who 
had never met Baba before, expect or even consider coming only for His blessings?"  
Sohrabji was a very old man, a very learned man, and a long-time disciple of Meher Baba. 
Books he had also written about Baba in Gujarati. He had brought the man to Baba. 

I was with Baba first in 1927 as a teacher in the school. My students were 13-15 years old, 
and I was 18-19 years old. 

[Questioner asks if Meherjee managed to concentrate on Baba while he was doing his 
business.] 

I was a practical businessman. But I was always praying to Baba before any big decision or 
undertaking and then I would start. In fact, every day prayers were there. Every day I 
would look at Baba and ask Him how to proceed. Even today I do it. 

[Questioner persists, asking about actual concentration.] 

Yes, I could put all concentration on the work, but I would pray to Baba to guide me and 
help me. 

[Why did Baba go silent for so long, and how long was he silent for? Answer comes 1925 
to 1969.] 

Believe me, I was in Prague, Oklahoma for the awful accident, a terrible accident, one leg 
was broken from here, one hand was broken from here, the whole side of His face was 
damaged, and when the doctor came to the hospital to examine Him, He didn't even gasp 
with pain, nor say, "Ow, ow" or anything like it. When they pulled His leg to set it, without 
chloroform or anything, Baba remained silent. He never uttered a sound. Same way in the 
accident in India. I was with Him in both accidents, 1952 and 1956. He had indicated 
that something would happen to Him in 1952 before He left India. 

[Someone mentions the cave incident in Assisi where Herbert Davy heard humming 
sounds coming from within the cave, and Delia explains that the humming sounds weren't 
necessarily made by Baba Himself.] 

[Meherjee is asked how to remember Baba, and Meherjee says, "What a question!"] 

You have to do your duty, be practical and remember Him as much as possible and as 
often as possible. 

[Apparently, Oceanic is closing down, and Meherjee is asked what individual Baba lovers 
should do to keep the spirit. Meherjee says that it is a passing phase, and there were many 
occasions when Baba closed things down Himself.] Pete is really dedicated to Baba. 
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[Meherjee says he has another talk written down that he could read if people want it, and 
they do. Meherjee apologizes that it is not as humorous as the other talk.] 

On Cheerfulness 

There are two possible ways one could spend life. The easier and more prevalent in these 
times of stress and strife, and in fact at all times, is the way of depression and 
cheerlessness. The other, surprisingly more difficult, is the directly opposite way of 
cheerfulness. The paradox lies in the fact that although the other is the more enjoyable and 
hence the more natural way, the reverse situation always prevails, making it seem natural 
and normal for one to spend a lifetime in a depressed and moody way.  

Often a person seems to find a comfortable and justifiable refuge in depression and 
moodiness. However, the more one remains depressed, the more suffering one invites 
upon himself and surroundings, leading to still greater depths of depression. One just gets 
caught up in the vicious circle of depression, suffering, and more depression, inexorably 
leading to violent or passive frustration. What a needless waste of a precious lifetime this 
could mean! 

What then is it that perforce and quite unnaturally makes a person want to lead such an 
unhappy and miserable life? It is nothing but a total preoccupation with illusion, 
considering it to be all-important and giving unwavering attention to the total exclusion of 
the all-pervading Truth from one's own comprehension. Alas, when Illusion is given 
preference to Truth, the inevitable consequences must necessarily follow -- namely, 
unhappiness, suffering and misery. Unfortunately many precious lifetimes in 
preoccupation with illusion have to be spent, before one gradually tires of this game, and 
begins to give it increasingly less importance. Then, the urge to seek the truth begins to  
predominate. In due course of time this seeking leads one to the personification of truth 
and happiness, the Perfect Master or the Avatar. The stage is now set for the 
commencement of the process of disentanglement with illusion, a painfully pleasurable 
experience. It is painful because each act of disentanglement the master performs can be 
likened to the severance of a part of one's false existence, and the consequent relief a 
pleasure. What was once an unrelieved experience of illusion with resultant pain and 
suffering now becomes an alternative experience of preoccupation with illusion and 
reality, as represented by the world and the master respectively. Eventually through the  
grace of the master one experiences the ultimate experience -- the realization of the 
ultimate emptiness of illusion and the omnipresence of Truth, and one of the surest ways to 
invite the grace of the master is to remain cheerfully resigned to His will. Beloved Avatar 
Meher Baba would time and again exhort His loved ones to remain cheerful under all 
circumstances. This on the surface seems easy one, but it requires supreme courage to face 
all situations and calamities with a smiling face.  

In one of His discourses, Beloved Meher Baba has said, "Among the many things which 
the aspirant needs to cultivate, there are few which are as important as cheerfulness, 
enthusiasm and equipoise. When the mind is gloomy, depressed or disturbed, its action is 
chaotic and binding. Hence arises the supreme need of maintaining cheerfulness, 
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enthusiasm and equipoise under all circumstances. All these are rendered impossible 
unless the aspirant succeeds in cutting off worry from his life. But worry is a necessary 
resultant of attachments to the accomplished past or to the anticipated future and it always 
persists in some form or other until the mind is completely detached from everything. It is 
only the one who because of his close association with the beloved master begins to  
realize the utter emptiness and worthlessness not only of each and every situation in 
illusion but even of his very own separate existence can make his permanent abode on the 
lofty and narrow ridge of cheerful resignation to His will, avoiding the fathomless valleys 
of depression facing him on all sides. Constantly remembering inwardly the Beloved as the 
sole manifestation of Truth, and striving to become desireless -- dust under His feet while 
remaining outwardly engrossed in the world of illusion -- is the one sure way to arrive at  
and establish oneself permanently on that high ridge." 

May Beloved Avatar Meher Baba bless us all to attain to these spiritual heights where 
neither the illusion of suffering nor happiness can ever find a place, for there reigns 
supreme the infinite bliss for all times! 

[Delia, trying to make things less dry, asks if Baba ever reprimanded him, whether for 
something he did or something he didn't do. Meherjee says that Baba did, and Delia tries 
to draw the story out of him. In general, Meherjee says that He sometimes did it for 
nothing, as a part of His own work.] 

It's for our advantage, for our benefit.  

[Question about worry] 

My personal experience is that I do worry! We all have our limitations. But at the same 
time, when the worries are there, I patiently try to think of Baba. I remind myself that what 
is happening is that which must happen. I having surrendered to him, whatever happens is 
His will. If I make some mistakes, if I do something wrong, I have to suffer for that.  It is a 
relief that while remembering Him, I can say, "Well, Baba if it is your will, alright, doesn't  
matter." And this has happened many times. 

[Questioner asks if it is a constant process to learn to stop worrying...] 

Yes. I do worry, even today. 

[In your business, did you ever get overenthused, overenergetic, because of the 
possibilities you saw in the work?] 

I don't say that Baba told me to do something. My nature is that if I encounter any 
problem in business, if the problem appears to be very difficult and even impossible, I go 
after it. I try, try until the end. Sometimes I succeed. Sometimes I fail, and then I say it is 
Baba's will. I don't believe that a particular thing is impossible and I shouldn't try to do it. 
If thoughts come to me that I should try to do a thing, I try to my utmost and leave the 
result to Him. And I emotionally don't go into business saying that Baba will help me, so  
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I should speculate. No. I'm talking about my personal [situation].  

[What would Baba say if a husband and wife were having difficulties and, though they 
have children, they decide to divorce. Each such instance would be treated individually by 
Baba, of course, but generally speaking?] 

Generally speaking, first, there is a far great difference between East and West. I have seen 
personally in my family also husband and wife were not on good terms but they never 
thought of separating. They might remain separate for years and years, and afterward come 
together again. And have a child also.  

[What happens if you did separate?] 

Baba generally did not encourage divorce. If you marry, you must share each other's... 

[You mean to say Baba wouldn't bless the marriage?] 

No. Baba didn't interfere in anyone marrying. Baba didn't say, "Don't marry." But if you 
are going to marry, you have to think beforehand whether you continue or not, and once 
having married, Baba's principle was to try not to separate. Sometimes the circumstances 
are impossible and then one can. 

But I say that it is quite different in the East and in the West. In the West they marry today 
and day after tomorrow it's a divorce.  

[A woman starts to cite specifics and Meherjee interrupts her.] 

I also know one person who actually came from India, married an American girl, and 
within 4 days they separated. They did not live together at all! 

[Lady in the audience gets into it, apparently interested in the details. The other lady 
persists, "What happens if you are married and you aren't happy and you want a divorce? 
'No, no, you mustn't have a divorce?'" 

Baba never interfered in this. But generally He preferred that if you marry, husband and 
wife should share each other's problems, give and take. He never encouraged divorce, He 
never interfered though. I don't know if he ever advised anybody to divorce. 

[A rather stuffy and self-interested Englishman who is a first timer asks Meherjee how he 
came to Baba. Meherjee says they have all heard this story, and the Englishman persists, 
apparently indifferent to anyone else present. Meherjee repeats the story told on tape so 
many places here, and the tape ends before he  
gets very far into it.] 

Tape ends. 
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