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KG-042B 

Eruch Jessawala 
V.S. (Bhau) Kalchuri 
Mandali Hall, Meherazad, India 
September 21, 1974 
44:34 

Note: Continuation of KG-042A 

Content 
Their Lives with Baba 

Transcribed twice. Pick the version you like best. 

Continuation of the story about the Executive Engineer staying above Baba's room who 
turns off his fan because Baba asks him through Eruch to do it. This story is told in many 
places, because it is so beautiful. Next morning man asks to have a look at Eruch's 
"brother." So Eruch asks, and Baba permits. Man prostrates before Baba, and he said that 
he sensed that it might be some trait of Meher Baba in the request. He got darshan. 
  
Once Baba had a whim to have coriander leaves at night, so Eruch went to the market 
inspector's house in the dead of the night. Eruch asked him to open the market so Eruch 
could retrieve the leaves. Eruch asked him to hurry up, they got the coriander, and Eruch 
beat a hasty retreat. 
  
A day in Baba's life: We reckon time from sunrise to sunset, like ordinary life, but with 
Baba although there was sunrise and sunset, it couldn't be called a day with Baba, 
because his work was so continuous that it could go on for any hours at any time. Bhau 
selected 25 February 1958. Bhau now takes over to describe.   

Bhau 
First group and second group. Preparations were made, Arangaon persons wanted to take 
Baba in procession. Movie people came from Bombay and they wanted to take film. 
Arangaon people would go get water from confluence of rivers, five day journey by foot, 
during which the pots shouldn't touch the earth. Whole night before the birthday, 
everyone was busy, them doing the decorations. They left in procession early in the 
morning, they left from Arangaon, and they went toward Meherazad, with these people 
singing. Baba’s car was coming from Ahmednagar side. 
  
Eruch.. 
takes over: multitude of people were there in queues waiting for the Lord, from the 
Damania farm to Meherabad. People asked Baba to come a little early to this gathering. 
On the eve of his birthday, Baba reminded Eruch that they should leave Meherazad early. 
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What an ordeal for the Lord. Baba says he hasn't passed his morning stool yet, he was 
getting the urge, but it wouldn't come. "What fate I have got. It is my birthday today, and 
yet I can’t pass my stool and feel free to meet my lovers." 
  
Somehow they coax Baba and comfort him to say that they can go to the house of some 
Baba lover along the road to ease himself. Bhau was at Meherabad throughout that night. 
Eruch drives him, and no sooner does the car leave that Baba feels the urge. Eruch was 
ready to handle the emergency, but when they got to Ahmednagar, the urge was gone. On 
the way to Meherabad, it got stronger, and Baba told Eruch to take him directly to the 
"Judson" cabin so he could relieve himself. Eruch was driving fast, but they encountered 
the crowds and it slowed them down. "Get aside" Eruch shouted at the crowd. But they 
kept doing Baba's jai, but they were dancing and singing, and wouldn't allow the car to 
pass. Eruch began honking, but Baba told him not to do that. It's an emergency but 
eventually, with greatest difficulty, they reached the cabin. Baba got inside the cabin, but 
all the people surrounded the cabin. Within 3 minutes he came out and was taken in 
procession to the dais. Filming started now, he embraced each one, and then there was 
darshan from Arangaon, and it continued until 6 in the evening, and Baba could not leave 
the dias. 
  
That day passed off, in all glory, and all that, and how/whether the Lord suffered, we don't 
know. Every day for his sahavas, we would take Baba there and Baba would settle in the 
"Judson" cabin, and Pendu would be told to take his breakfast to Baba in the cabin. 

Every day he would find some fault in the boy, Babu, who was bringing his breakfast. The 
boy was going crazy trying to please Baba, and it would make the boy weep to be scolded 
like that. Baba got mad at Pendu for the boy somehow making the cream less and 
less. This is another story about the person who used to come and drink the cream during 
the night, so there wasn't enough cream for Baba in the morning. There is another part to 
that story that I don't remember being told in the past, which was that the man was 
suffering from diarrhea at the time, but as he was recovering he was hungry from his past 
fasts, and he was drinking the cream. 

The boy caught the man taking the cream, and it all came out. Pendu got furious at this 
man, because there wasn't cream for Baba. Man's name was Dorabshah. Then the 
explanation came from Dorabshah that "it was your order that I am obeying." This greatly 
amused Baba.  

15 days for the event, and then Baba had a full day for the workers afterwards to thank 
them for working for Him. 
  
Everybody was happy except one, the poor boy Babu. Baba called the boy to him and said 
that the boy had served him so well. Baba explained that he didn't want the boy to feel 
ego boost from working for Him, but Baba embraced the boy and gave him love. This was 
to prevent the boy from getting a swollen head. "I had to drive him mad to give a better 
service to me." 
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Daily routine: should we begin with the day, or the night, since they are merged in our 
experience. The night before, there was always a person by his side. They would take turns 
to keep him well. 
As years passed by, Bhau would be exclusively for the night watch. So now Bhau takes 
over for night watch description. 
  
Bhau 
No electricity, just lamp placed outside the room. Bhau tells the story of the lid of the tin 
of chocolates has fallen on Baba's foot and Baba is in terrible pain. Bhau has told this 
story hundreds of times, on other tapes. Same story, no change. "He bears the 
universal suffering, and this small lid, it is nothing."  "Sit down. What are you thinking? Tell 
me."  

"You have come here to serve me, and you must serve me properly. But tell me what are 
you thinking?" Bhau says it, and Baba rejoins, "Who am I?"  

"Master" and who are you?  

"Slave" 

"So it is my duty to bring to your attention that you haven't served me properly. Your duty 
is to please me, but you must feel sorry because you haven't pleased me. Even if the 
Himalaya falls on my head, it is nothing for me, but because I have accepted you to 
serve me, this pain is more than my universal suffering." 
  
Eruch 
Mandali accepted the duty to be his slaves. Whole night would pass by, and he would be 
busy, and night watchman would be there. Very difficult to sit, because any noise would 
disturb Him. Mosquitos, absolute no movement, must stay awake. Keep awake, don't 
make any noise, don't move. Before leaving mandali hall, Baba would tell night 
watchman what time to come. Could be as early as 3 PM, or 5 PM, or 6 when he would 
retire. 
  
Go and sit outside. After a little while Baba would clap and the watchman would go 
inside. Bit to death by mosquitos, but one night Baba didn't clap and there was no relief 
from the mosquitos. When Bhau heard Baba snoring, he started to move his leg a very 
little, when Baba clapped, "Why did you move?" "When I can see the whole universe 
while sleeping, can I not see you who are so near me?"  

Continuation of the story about Baba being disturbed by an officer downstairs in a public 
works rest house (dharamshala). Officer suspects it is Meher Baba. Eruch asks Baba if it is 
okay to see the man, and Baba permitted. Man prostrates before Baba. It's in one of 
Naosherwan's books. 
  
It's Baba's birthday, and Baba is scheduled to visit his lovers who have gathered at 
Meherabad. "We have to go early today," Baba says to Eruch. 
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"Yes Baba it's so early."  

"But I haven't passed my stool today." Vivid picture of how the Lord goes through his 
suffering on our behalf.  
  
"What fate I have got. It's my birthday today, but I can't pass my stool to be with my lovers 
in comfort."  

Eruch says that they will stop the car if He feels the urge to pass. No sooner we go out of 
Meherazad than Baba says that he will pass it, and Eruch is prepared for the eventuality. 
They come to Adi's and then Akbar Press, but Baba doesn't go. No sooner than we 
get to Meherabad, Baba says, "Take me to the cabin so I can go.” So we find a crowd 
waiting that is singing and playing. Eruch makes as if to honk the car's horn, but Baba says 
not to do it, because of their love. Car is held up by the lovers, but Eruch is sweating, 
trying to get Baba to the cabin so He can go to the bathroom. 
                                                                 
Bhau now takes up the story: 

All the people surrounded Baba, the whole day the program was there. Now filming 
started. Baba embraced each one, and then darshan program for villagers, and it 
continued until 6 in the evening, and Baba never got a chance to go.  

Eruch 
Now this is another day, Baba is at the cabin at Meherabad for a celebration, and Pendu 
would send the breakfast to the cabin (where Ted and Janet used to stay), and Babu the 
boy was deputed to go to the cabin with the breakfast. Baba made the boy cry because 
he complained about how the tea, the breakfast, is not perfect. Eruch reproaches Baba for 
making the boy cry. Eruch takes the boy’s part, so Baba explains "He deserved that." 
  
One day there is a terrible row, and Baba calls Pendu and complains about the boy and 
his supervision. The boy again made to cry because no cream is given to Baba for 
breakfast. The cream, it turned out, had been taken by one person who was feeling ill at 
the time of sahavas, and that person had taken it because after all Baba had told him that 
to feel at home at Baba's sahavas. So that’s why Baba didn't have any cream in the 
morning.  Anyway back to the story of the boy. The boy eventually kept watch and found 
the guy taking the cream. This was reported to Pendu who got furious at the man. 
Dharabasha Umrigar was the guy. Baba summoned him, and forgave him because of the 
instructions. "It is your order that I am obeying, Baba." Baa was greatly amused, and said, 
"Here is someone who has literally obeyed me." 
  
So every day the boy was taken to task, and 15 days were over. On the 17th day, Baba had 
a day for the workers who had done all the Sahavas work for love. So there was a fun time 
as all told their stories about what had happened to them in the course of their work. That 
day, Baba praised and lauded the services of all, and called the boy to tell him that his 
service was exceptional. "I gave you the extra help so you would not get too big a head." 
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Baba said that the boy would have had a swollen head if Baba hadn't forced him to do the 
service without pride. 
  
The routine with Baba is now described by Eruch. Night watch, mostly done by Bhau in 
the later years. 
   
Bhau now tells his story about one night: Frequently Baba would want something to eat in 
the night. Lid of the chocolate box struck Baba on his foot. "How careless you are." [Bhau 
has told this story many times, and I've heard it many times, and since 1974 it hasn't 
changed one word.]  The master is bound by the service of the servant to suffer more when 
the servant makes a mistake.  

Eruch 
How Baba awakened in them the spirit of service is illustrated by this story, and the slaves 
were taught how to serve. Something would crop up many nights  we think the night was 
meant for sleep but for the people who were working for Him, it was just an extension 
of Baba's work. The chair is too comfortable, and the watchman tends to go to sleep 
because the chair is so comfy. 
  
Baba might go to his room to take rest any time, even at 3PM. 

Three instructions: Keep awake, don't make any noise or sound, and don't move. 
  
Bhau  
tells the story about sitting outside (prior to the second accident, the night watchman sat 
outside) Baba's room, being bitten by the mosquitos. No relief, and Baba did not clap. 
Baba started snoring after many hours, and as Bhau started to lift his leg Baba clapped. 
"When I can see the whole universe while sleeping, can I not see you?"      


