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Content 
His Life with Baba 

Interview for Meher Baba Oceanic. 

[Pete interviews Adi. Adi's answers tend to be a bit longer winded, so I have preserved the 
content but not verbatim.] 

PT: Why did God choose India in this time in which to incarnate? 

AKI: Most of the Avatars took their birth in Asia, and of course India is in Asia. Of course it 
is by the choice of God, and we cannot say why it is so. How it is so was revealed by 
Baba. Baba drew a circle and a tangent was drawn to the circle. The circle represents the 
whole earth, and that part of the circle where the tangent touches is where Asia is situated, 
and the exact point of contact of the tangent is India. 

PT: The 1954 Darshan represents a coming together of the East and West. The West is 
generally affluent and the East is generally very poor. Why... 

AKI: Ha, you see if you really try to consider anything we do or anything that happens in 
our lives to have a spiritual gain, as spirituality rises the material has to fall down. That is 
why the lands in Asia have been suffering materially. This suffering is outward suffering. It 
is not inward suffering and maybe there is a purpose in being so, and that is why the 
suffering is there, we find. 

For all spiritual gain, man has to suffer a great deal, and there are reasons why he has to 
suffer. He cannot get spiritual benefit by being affluent and comfortable in life and that has 
been the law as history has given us to understand. Suffering becomes a great cause of the 
spiritual benefit of man. Suffering is a great medium of cleansing of the mind, making it 
pure. That is why the lands in Asia have not had such material wealth. 

PT: Why do you think Meher Baba chose to be silent? 

AKI: It's a really difficult question. Meher Baba has given many reasons to why He has 
done this. But to me, the reasons are only known to Him. The prominent reason that struck 
me was that He said that the Avatars have spoken a lot in the past, and His words were not 
taken as seriously as they should have been and they weren't acted upon. This time, he 
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has chosen to keep quiet and do the work of bringing humanity to God. The way of talking 
all the time is exhausted. So He took a course of silence. 

PT: How would you explain a darshan -- what is it? 

AKI: Darshan in the simplest meaning is only seeing a person, or a thing, or being in the 
vicinity. But the word "darshan" in Indian languages typically connotes being in the 
vicinity of God, a great man, or the Avatar. Baba distinguished between darshan and 
sahavas. A momentary sahavas is a darshan, and a longer darshan is a sahavas. [It is a] 
most powerful means to give some spiritual benefit to persons to bring them near His 
contact. There is also "nazar" which means to bring about spiritual development in a man. 
[When Baba says, "My nazar is on you," it means that He is taking charge of one's spiritual  
development, taking an active hand in one's spiritual development.] 

Avatars invariably use the medium of sight and seeing with their disciples to transform 
their spiritual consciousness and give them spiritual benefit. Darshan is very useful and 
important thing so far as it means it gets you closer to your master so that you get the 
opportunity to get spiritual benefit from Him. 

PT: Why was September 12 [1954] called the last mass darshan? 

AKI: You see, during His lifetime, Baba did not give many mass darshans. There were 
individual darshans. For quite long periods He used to keep in seclusion. For that matter, 
people actually didn't believe Him when He said that this darshan was to be held, 
because it wasn't like what had gone before. We had to prepare four months in advance to 
convince people that Baba was actually going to give a mass darshan, open to all! Without 
any appointments, He would just choose a place and people could simply come to it. 
Since my contact with Him in 1922 there have been many phases in His work: Manzil-e-
Meem, Ghamela Yoga in Meherabad, Babajan School, Prem Ashram and so forth. His 
phase of giving mass darshan was the last one, He had decided.  

[Adi seems to be saying that the phase in which the 1954 darshan occurred was the last 
phase in which there were mass darshans. As we know there were mass darshans during 
this phase in Andhra and in Hamirpur; do both of these precede this event in September 
1954? East-West of 1962 and Poona in 1965 are more darshan than Sahavas. Jane Haynes 
remarked that 1958 in Myrtle Beach was more Sahavas and 1962 was more Darshan. That 
is, there was room for the interplay of love between the beloved and the lovers in 1958, 
and not much room for that in  
1962.] 

PT: What is prasad? 

AKI: Prasad is something, associated with some edible item, handed out by the great man 
or it is also handed out from a temple by a priest, though there is quite a bit of difference 
whether one receives it from the Avatar or a priest. It is a medium of contact [between the 
great man and] the people. To give spiritual benefit when a person is in the body and the 
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Avatar is in the body, a physical medium is needed, and invariably some eatable is handed 
out to the disciple. This mode is prevalent all over India. It could be a handkerchief, for  
example, as well. When the master gives out the prasad, one is expected to eat it, but not 
the handkerchief. The effect of the prasad is instantaneous. 

PT: Who was Gadge Maharaj 

AKI: Gadge [Adi pronounces it Gar-gay] Maharaj was a real saint of Maharashtra. Baba 
Himself has said that he is a real saint and not an imitation. We used to see him for many 
years before he contacted Meher Baba. He gave bhajans and kirtans. A kirtan is a talk 
which contains songs as well as the talk itself. That he used to do. He was a saint who 
lived a very simple life. He never sat in a chair, but always on the ground. He never slept 
in a bed, but slept on the ground. Wherever he went if in a temple or in a friend or a 
devotee's house, he and his traveling companions used to sweep and clean the house or 
the compound. He used to observe scrupulous cleanliness. Whenever he came to our 
house, he used to do the same thing. 

After I saw him come into a little closer contact with Meher Baba he used to come to my 
office when he was in Ahmednagar. One day he came to my office, asked me to sit in my 
chair while he sat on the ground. It was very awkward for me. But I had to do it. At that 
time, he had created a lot of rest houses for the poor schools for the poor, hospitals for the 
poor, because people seeing his unselfish work used to make donations to him for these 
purposes, and also to worship him. 

He told me that he wanted to make a trust of all these properties, and to please ask Meher 
Baba to take all these into His charge, and have His disciples work on these projects. I had 
to tell him that this was not Meher Baba's way, that Baba builds things up only to destroy 
them. He is such a personage that He would never keep anything. Before the New Life 
began, I told him, Baba had everything sold off, money taken out of the bank, and 
everything went away.  

I suggested that he should go to a lawyer or a friend who would make a trust out of it, and 
eventually he did go to the chief minister, his friend, Mr. Khare, and the whole trust is 
functioning. That I know. 

Now, when mass darshan took place on the 12th of September Gadge Maharaj happened 
to be present. We had worked for four months to inform people that Baba was giving 
darshan, and we saw a crowd, a huge crowd right from the morning to the end of the day. 
Baba worked so hard, but at the end of the day the mass darshan wasn't finished, and we 
had to continue that darshan on the 26th or the 28th of September in the compound of my 
house. But that is another thing. 

Now Gadge Maharaj was also present. Seeing that Gadge Maharaj was present, many  
people were attracted, because they revered him a great deal as a saint, and when they 
came there, they saw Gadge Maharaj helping Baba distribute the Prasad. They formed the 
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impression that Gadge Maharaj had become very devoted to Meher Baba because he sat 
there for quite a long time. 

Now people didn't know what Baba's spiritual authority was, or what was His 
consciousness, but Gadge Maharaj was Hindu, and Hindus are more attracted towards 
Hindu saints, just as Muslims are more attracted toward Muslim saints, but seeing that 
Gadge Maharaj was almost sitting at the feet of Meher Baba, the Hindus were very much 
attracted and there reverence for Meher Baba got a chance to be so much increased. Then 
came a time. Pandharpur is a place of great pilgrimage in Maharashtra [since even before 
the time of Tukaram, the famous saint of Maharashtra], A fair [mela] was to be held there, 
and Gadge Maharaj came and invited Meher Baba to go there. Otherwise there was no 
reason for Meher Baba to go there, and He would not have gone. Not thousands of people 
but hundreds of thousands of people gather there every year, and it is a place of great 
worship of the God Vitthal. Of course, it is just a statue. So now Baba was invited, the 
entire mandali went there and all arrangements were made. The big crowd was there and 
so many people came and took Baba's darshan, and photographs are there. 

Gadge Maharaj was sitting beside Baba and he said to the crowd, "Look here, I have been 
a sort of guru to you all, but I am a local guru, and here is the One who is the master of 
the whole world. He is jagatguru, and it is a very rare chance for you to avail of His 
physical presence here. For heaven sake, you come here and take His darshan with all 
purity of heart, faith and conviction in Him, and be blessed and go home. That's how the 
whole darshan business unfolded that day. It was there that Baba gave up using His 
alphabet board, I think, using only His fingers to convey His thoughts. On the same 
occasion, Baba asked to bring some lepers for him to wash. This happened; there is a 
picture of Baba washing those lepers. Pendu is standing there, I am watching, Gadge 
Maharaj is watching and Baba is bathing one leper. That was the programme that was 
held.  

After the finish of that programme, Gadge Maharaj used to frequently visit Meher Baba 
and once he came to the Trust and asked me to drive him to Meherazad. I had some other 
work and didn't want to do it, but I asked him why he wanted to go just at that time. He 
responded , "I want to go to Him, be blessed by Him, and tell Him that I am fed up with 
all this." That probably meant that he wanted to give up the body and wanted to be blessed 
by Baba prior to doing it. Baba had said that Gadge Maharaj was on the sixth plane of 
consciousness. So very likely he longed for Baba's contact to take him to the seventh 
plane, as the Avatar or the Perfect Master alone can do.  

Man on the sixth plane is able to see God everywhere but he is not identified with God, 
and that state of identification is only given by these highest ones. I did take him to 
Meherazad and Baba was sitting there and he said, "Please bless me, please bless me."  

Now looking to this, thousands of followers of Gadge Maharaj say that he is our  
saint, and we worship him, we revere him so deeply, we love him, and he goes and  
asks blessings from Meher Baba, what would the state of Meher Baba be?  



Page   of  5 8

He was constantly on the move, Gadge Maharaj, sometimes over 500 to 600 miles,  
Nagpur, Sholapur, Ahmednagar, Poona, Bombay. Once I happened to go and see him in 
Bombay. A certain message Baba had given me, I don't exactly remember, but he was 
occupied in giving food to the poor at someone's house. I met him, and he told me, "All 
these followers here are only for money." That was the remark he made.  

Now his work is really carried on, and there are persons who are doing outwardly work, 
but I would not dare to call them saints. But Baba did say that Gadge Maharaj was a real 
saint.  

PT: Is he still alive?  

AKI: No, sir. He passed away a few years ago.  

Another story about him I would like to tell you. He was a great friend of my father, this 
Gadge Maharaj, before he came in contact of Meher Baba. He must have known about 
Meher Baba since long [i.e., for a long time] and Sarosh also knew him. He used to come 
to Sarosh Motor Works, cleaning all the ground with a troupe of people that used to travel 
with him. Sometimes Sarosh used to give a donation, and sometimes my father would give 
a donation to the selfless work that he did. My father was ill in bed for a few months, 
having fallen and broken his femur bone. Gadge Maharaj came to see him. My father used 
to keep all his money under his mattress all the time – so much of cash! And as usual 
some donation was to be given to Gadge Maharaj. Now my father called me and said,  
"Shall I give some little donation?" He thought that if he gave a large donation I would take 
objection and say, "Why do you not give for Meher Baba's work?" Of course I would not 
have taken objection, but perhaps for a large amount I might have. My father said, "I 
would pay him 500 to 700 Rupees. " "Father it doesn't matter. You have been giving him 
donations. It doesn't come in our way, after all, and he is doing great selfless work. Baba 
says that all selfless work comes to Him, so it is alright." The whole of the night, Gadge 
Maharaj slept under my father's bed, and in the morning he took the money and left on his 
way. I had the impression that it was only 700 Rupees. My father passed on soon after this  
in October 1944 and after about a month, Gadge Maharaj sent a receipt. I opened it, as I 
was receiving the mail, and there was a receipt for 3800 Rupees. I laughed. I had no 
objection at all, because we liked him and he was a real saint.  

Gadge Maharaj was a very charming personality. Often I saw him when he was occupied 
with village audiences of as many as 10,000 people. He was a great organizer. He used to 
get very tired, because he was over 80 years old. Also, his diet was very poor -- yogurt, 
rice, very weak dal. He would retire for a little time in the midst of these meetings, and 
come out refreshed and the programme would go on. He used to take accounts from 
people for the work of the rest houses, and would meticulously examine them. He was a 
very practical type of a saint.  

PT: On September 20 during the small darshan  

AKI:[interrupts] You know during the mass darshan, Baba was very tired when the  
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evening came. He had been sitting from morning to evening and there was no time nor 
energy to give darshan to the rest of the people, so I asked Baba to sit on top of my car, an 
old 1947 Chevrolet that I still have with me in which I have driven Baba thousands of 
miles. I went round and round through the crowd and allowed people to take his darshan 
though they could not touch His feet.  

After that, I felt that another small mass darshan should be arranged and announced and 
publicized, and that was done. During the day, nearly 10 to 12000 people came to have 
the darshan there. The westerners went to Sakori.  

In the old days, after Baba left Sakori, time and again certain messages were sent back and 
forth between Upasni Maharaj and Baba. The first man to do this was Beheram, known as 
Bua Sahib, who was in business with Baba. The second man to do this was Gustadji. The 
third person to do it was my mother Gulmai and the fourth person was myself. Whoever 
did it had to have a close contact both with Upasni Maharaj and Baba. These were the 
four persons who carried messages back and forth.  

Baba said that Upasni Maharaj did great work for Indian women, and he took upon  
Himself all the calumny [social criticism] for keeping those women with him. He was very 
old, and there was no physical contact, but a hue and cry was raised, and cases were 
lodged against Him. He suffered alot.  

At that time, I was given to understand that the work of the Western women… First I 
should say that the spiritual potential of women is quite high. Baba said that He would do 
the work for Western women, and he would see that they went to Sakori one day.  

Sir, those were the days of the British rule and you could not imagine. Such a prejudice of 
color was there, and the Britishers used to keep themselves aloof from Indians, for the 
matter of safety and for the matter of ruling the entire country.  So the times were 
absolutely different. One could not imagine that a Westerner would ever go to Sakori and 
bow down. Baba took the entire people to Sakori in continuation of that, and had every 
westerner bow down. Baba said, "My work is now fulfilled." Further, a seed was sown for 
all time.  

PT: What is important about the lighting of the dhuni fire?  

AKI: [This topic has been discussed extensively elsewhere. Adi tells about the drought and 
the suffering of the farmers, and Baba lit the first dhuni fire and gave the indication that 
there would be rain. Adi tells about the poem that Baba wrote about the dhuni and the 
difficulties Adi had with translating it. Gujarati grammar but the words include Urdu and 
Persian ones so it isn't easy to translate. Dhuni also has become a medium for us to get 
together – go nearby, remember Baba, shed your sanskaras and they all get burnt. 
Symbolic but it also works internally.]  

PT: Final Declaration?  
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AKI: Baba left it to the interpretation of all of us, and it didn't bother Him that the 
interpretations differed. Pandal constructed, people came from everywhere, and Baba 
embraced them as if he would never embrace them again. The Declaration was given in 
Hindi, Urdu, Telegu and English. It was made to be read by persons from different centres. 
In between, a few questions were asked, but Baba wanted it to be a little concealed, I 
think. Baba had to commit Himself, because a question was asked that pinned Him down 
to a particular date. It is a great point on which the populace chooses to criticize Him. "He 
has said so many things and nothing has happened…"  

Baba gave clarifications and it is about the three languages in which He speaks. [covered 
in the text of the various clarifications, found in Lord Meher and elsewhere]. When He 
speaks in His language, we don't understand. It goes right over our heads. That doesn't 
touch the truth, though. If you do not understand, it is your fault, not His. I think it is a 
great favor to us, to meet the onslaught of persons whose logic is the overriding concern. 
[Father sometimes speaks in his own language to his child, who just doesn't understand.]  

PT: The bits that were most worrying appear to have been said in His own language. Were 
you worried?  

AKI: My head was worried but my heart was not. But, there was a lot of confusion. Like in 
the New Life, which I didn't understand either.  

PT: Why were the men only at the mass darshan?  

AKI: [Don't know, unless it is for balance between men and women.] Even if Baba gave an 
explanation, it might not be understandable.  

There is another thing. If the declaration had been clear, it wouldn't be such a source of 
provocation, and we wouldn't have to think as much about it. It would not stimulate the 
human mind so much. It's a way of attracting the human mind. These are all my 
interpretations, sir. To know the truth, I would have to be Meher Baba myself, which I am 
not! We are only here to serve Him, to carry out His wishes and keep Him pleased.  

Before going to the West, Baba started preparing us. There is a great difference between 
the social atmosphere of the West and the East. Pressures were quite new. We were all old 
fogeys with him. The way he dealt with the westerners was absolutely different [from the 
way he dealt with us] in a very nice and cordial way, placing everything in a logical way 
through [discussing], whereas I either got a kick or a kiss, so the difference was marked. 
Not only that, but He tried to check us.  

PT: Did you feel that Baba was particularly gentle with them?  

AKI: Yes. In fact, I say all the kisses were received by them, and all the kicks were received 
by the Mandali. [laughs]  
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PT: I know Adi Jr. was there when Baba went down to the beach. How did it feel to you to 
go through the early days with Baba and then to witness this behavior accorded to the 
westerners?  

AKI: Oh it was a revelation to us. Our love and conviction didn't get touched, but it was 
peculiar and new revelation for us, and quite a new place, and the atmosphere, the food, 
Baba's dealing with us... He was very strict with us, particularly the young boys, and the 
interaction with the girls. Baba's rule, as I have said, was, "Not too near, not too far." It 
would have been much easier for us if he had said, "No interaction whatsoever." But, we 
had not to hurt them, not to go too near, not to go too far. We made many mistakes and 
Baba chastised us severely for them.  

PT: Going back to the first visit to the West in 1931, one thing I find completely amazing is 
how at ease and how cosmopolitan Baba was in the West. It's an example of His complete 
universality.  

AKI: In His speech, in His messages, in His dress, in His entire life I feel that He was for 
the entire humanity, nothing else, and His entire life was lived for others.  

tape ends 


